
Assigned Topics 

The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than three (3) minutes or more than five 
(5) minutes for delivery. The purpose of the assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker's 
knowledge of the subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability to discuss the topic as 
related to the basic principles of government under the Constitution. 

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in full view of the audience immediately 
before the last speaker begins delivery of his or her prepared oration and will be made known to the 
audience and each contestant approximately five (5) minutes prior to the time of delivery. The topic 
will be on some phase of the U.S. Constitution, selected from Articles and Sections as listed under 
assigned topics for the current year's contest in this brochure. 

All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English language on the same 
assigned topic. 

Assigned Topics for 2017 Oratorical Contest 

Amendment 7 

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial 
by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of 
the United States, than according to the rules of the common law. 

Amendment 10 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. 

Amendment 16 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, 
without apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration. 

Amendment 17 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by the 
people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall 
have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority of 
such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any 
State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the 
vacancies by election as the legislature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator chosen 
before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution. 

 


