
General information
The purpose of The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program “A Constitutional 

Speech Contest” is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of the United States 
among high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the development of leadership qualities, 
the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for acceptance of the duties and 
responsibilities, the rights and privileges of American citizenship.

Scholarships
Scholarship awards are presented to the three finalists in the final round of the national contest as follows: 

1st place: $18,000; 2nd place: $16,000; 3rd place: $14,000.  Each department (state) winner who is certi-
fied into and participates in the first round of the national contest will receive a $1,500 scholarship. Each 
first round winner who advances to and participates in the second round, but does not advance to the final 
round, will receive an additional $1,500 scholarship to pursue education beyond high school.

The national organization of The American Legion will award scholarships to the three finalists, depart-
ment winners, and first round winners who are eliminated during the second round of competition. These 
scholarships may be used to attend any college or university in the United States.

A contestant must give both his or her prepared oration and the assigned topic discourse to receive the 
scholarship.

In addition to the scholarships awarded by the national organization, there are several hundred scholar-
ships awarded at the discretion of the intermediate organizations, to participants at post, district or county, 
and department levels of competition.

Department contests
Arrangements for contests leading to the department finals shall be the responsibility of each department 

(state) organization of The American Legion. For those levels of competition prior to the department finals, 
the rules and regulations set forth in this brochure are not mandatory — they are offered as a guideline. 
However, all department finals contests shall conform with national contest procedures, rules and regulations, 
if the department wishes its finalist to compete in the national finals.

A winner certified to the National Americanism Division of The American Legion by a department which 
did not conduct its final competition in conformity with the rules and regulations as set forth herein may, in 
the judgment of the director, Americanism Division, or the director’s representative, be disqualified from com-
petition in the national contest.

Each department may certify one contestant into the national contest. If for any reason the department 
winner is unable to compete in the national contest, the department first runner-up may be substituted fol-
lowing approval by The American Legion’s National Americanism Commission. A department first runner-up 
accepted into national competition will be entitled to all national awards, entitlements and compensation that 
the department winner would have received had he/she participated at that level.
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For information about the oratorical contests in your state, 
contact your American Legion post or state headquarters. 

Eligibility
Eligible participants in the contest shall be citizens of or 

lawful permanent residents of the United States.
All contestants must be bona fide students herein described 

as any student under the age of 20 years on the date of the 
national contest who is presently enrolled in a high school or 
junior high school (public, parochial, military, private or home 
school), commencing with grade nine and terminating with 
grade 12. Students must be enrolled in high school or junior 
high school during the time of participation at any level of the 
contest.

High school students that graduate early during the school 
year are eligible to compete if they are not enrolled in a college, 
university, trade school or other institution of higher learning at 
the time of the department finals contest.

Contestants must either be legally domiciled within or 
attend an educational institution within the department (state) 
where they enter competition. Contestants can enter competi-
tion in only one department.

The three finalists of the national contest will be ineligible 
for further participation at any level.

Prepared oration 
The prepared oration must be on some aspect of the 

Constitution of the United States with emphasis on the duties 
and obligations of a citizen to our government. The same sub-
ject and oration used in the department contest must be used 
in the national contest.

The prepared oration must be the original effort of 
each contestant and must not take up less than eight min-
utes or more than 10 minutes for delivery. 

Contestants may have in their possession a copy of their 
prepared oration in the first holding room. The copy may be 
in electronic or paper form. They may consult the copy of their 
prepared oration, until they exit the holding room in order to 
begin the contest, at which time the copy of the prepared ora-
tion will be surrendered to the contest official who is monitor-
ing the first holding room.

Assigned topic
The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than 

three minutes or more than five minutes for delivery. The 
purpose of the assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker’s 
knowledge of the subject, the extent of his or her research, and 
the ability to discuss the topic as related to the basic principles 
of government under the Constitution.

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest offi-
cial in full view of the audience immediately before the last 
speaker begins delivery of his/her prepared oration and will 
be made known to the audience and each contestant approxi-
mately five minutes prior to the time of delivery. The topic 
will be on some phase of the Constitution of the United 
States, as listed under assigned topics for the current year’s 
contest in this brochure.

No foreign languages or songs
All contestants at each contest level are required to speak 

in the English language on the same assigned topic.
It is acceptable to utilize or incorporate short phrases of 

a foreign language into the prepared oration and/or assigned 
topic in order to develop the argument, establish a point, etc.  
The vast majority of the prepared oration and/or assigned topic 
must be delivered in the English language.

Also, the singing of a song in any language is not per-
mitted and will result in the immediate disqualification 
of the contestant. The contestant may, however, quote a 
verse(s) of a song provided proper attribution is made.

In the prepared oration and the assigned topic discourse, 
quotations must be indicated as such. Where quotations are 
more than 10 words in length, the author’s name must be 
given in the manuscript and cited orally.

Assigned topics for 2014-2015
Amendment 5: No person shall be held to answer for a cap-

ital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land 
or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time 
of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the 
same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use 
without just compensation. 

Amendment 6: In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impar-
tial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have 
been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against 
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining Witnesses in his 
favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

Amendment 8: Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments 
inflicted. 

Amendment 19: The right of citizens of the United States 
to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or 
by any State on account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appro-
priate legislation.

Department contest winners must be certified to the 
National Americanism Division, The American Legion 
National Headquarters, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206 NO LATER THAN MARCH 23, 2015. 

Failure to meet this deadline could result in disqualifica-
tion of the contestant.



Contest regulations
A drawing shall be held by the official in charge of the 

contest to determine the order in which the contestants will 
appear. The contest chairman shall announce the title of the 
contestant’s prepared oration immediately after introducing 
him/her as contestant No. 1, contestant No. 2, etc. The chair-
man will request the audience to refrain from applause until 
the judges have made their decision.

A raised platform is not compulsory; however, it is strong-
ly recommended. The use of notes, amplification, lectern 
or speaker’s stand by contestants or prompting in any 
manner is not permitted. Props are not permitted.

The use of any type of electronic/digital data gathering, 
receiving and/or transmitting equipment in any form by con-
testants or members of the audience is prohibited.

The time allotted for each contestant to deliver their 
prepared oration shall not be less than eight or more than 
10 minutes and for the assigned topic, not less than three  
or more than five minutes.

An official timer shall be named by the contest chairman 
whose duty it shall be to keep an accurate time record of each 
contestant, and he shall be located on the main floor in full 
view of the contestants. The timekeeper shall begin timing 
each contestant at the start of the prepared oration. The timer 
should be equipped with a stopwatch and time cards for the 
prepared oration carrying the figures 8, 9 and 10.  When 
eight minutes have been used, the time warning card with the 
figure 8 thereon shall be placed in full view of the speaker, 
following with 9 and 10 as the speaker progresses. The same 
procedure shall be used with cards bearing 3, 4 and 5 dur-
ing the assigned topic discourse. The contest chairman shall 

announce the time consumed by each contestant for the pre-
pared oration and the assigned topic immediately after each 
contestant speaks for the benefit of the judges.

Contestants are required to remain in a private room, 
where the discourse of the other speakers cannot be heard, 
until it is their turn to speak (contestants will be under the 
supervision of an individual appointed by the contest chair-
man). As the contestants conclude their prepared orations, 
they must return to a soundproof holding room. As each 
speaker concludes his or her assigned topic discourse, they 
shall not be allowed to associate with contestants who have 
not fulfilled the assigned topic requirement.

Approximately five minutes prior to the time of the deliv-
ery of the assigned topic discourse, contestant No. 1 will be 
informed of the topic drawn for the assigned topic and shall 
be permitted to retire to privacy under the direction of an 
individual appointed by the contest chairman, whose duty it 
shall be to see that no contestant is permitted to consult any 
text matter or notes having any connection with the subject 
matter upon which he/she is to speak, other than the actual 
words of the topic provided on the card drawn.

Each succeeding contestant will be called upon in the 
order in which he/she previously appeared. He/she shall also, 
in turn, be informed of the topic of the assigned topic dis-
course and shall then be escorted to privacy in the manner as 
provided for contestant No. 1.

The top three contestants 
in the 2014 High School 
Oratorical Scholarship 
Program display  
their awards.  

First Place:  
Ashwath Kumar - MO 
(center)

Second Place:  
Brandon Posner - PA (left) 

Third Place:  
Ellen Densmore - CO (right)

Photo — Lucas Carter

Uniforms are not permitted. Appropriate business attire 
is to be worn by all contestants. Contestants are not permit-
ted to wear awards and medals from previous competitions.



Travel expenses
The national organization of The American Legion will pay 

the travel and lodging expenses of department winners and their 
chaperones to the national contest. All contestants must be 
accompanied by a chaperone over 21 years of age.

The national organization of The American Legion will not 
assume liability for personal injury, property damage or loss sus-
tained by any contestant or chaperone en route to or from the 
contest; however, The American Legion does carry a nominal 
group accident insurance policy on contestants certified into the 
national competition. Contestants will travel by an air carrier 
selected by the national organization of The American Legion or 
personal automobile if previously approved by the national organi-
zation of The American Legion.

TV and radio
Live television and radio broadcasts are permitted in all con-

tests as well as taping or other types of media for later showing, 
provided: 1) the lighting and other site conditions are the same 
for all contestants; 2) the taping or broadcasts shall in no way 
distract the contestants or interfere with the announced sched-
uled time of the contest; 3) the normal speaking voice of the 
contestant is not interfered with or amplified within the audi-
torium; and 4) The American Legion is in no way financially 
obligated without its prior approval.

Judges
The judges are an integral part of the oratorical contest.  

Their qualifications are considered carefully as the decision of 
the judges is final and must be reached without bias. Impartial 
judging in all contests is the key to fairness and success of the 
program which results in the selection of a national champion.

All department finals and the national contest must use 
five judges. No publicity shall be given to the names of the 
judges in advance of the contest. During the contest, the 
judges will be seated in different locations in the auditorium 
and each judge shall render his or her final decision without 
consultation with other judges or any other person.

Judges will be advised that a lack of emphasis in the pre-
pared oration and the assigned topic discourse on the duties 
and obligations of a citizen to our government must result in 
their downgrading the contestant. Judges are permitted to 

downgrade a contestant up to a maximum of 10 points for 
failure to speak about the Constitution. The contest chairman 
will announce any violation of time for each contestant. A pen-
alty of one point for each minute, or fraction thereof, shall be 
assessed against the contestant’s total score.

The judges, timekeepers, tabulators and the contest chair-
man, following the last assigned topic discourse, may proceed to 
a private room for final review and tabulation. The decision of 
the judges is final.

Tabulators
The contest chairman will appoint no less than three tabu-

lators for the department finals contest.  It will be their respon-
sibility to review the judges’ scorecards to be certain they are 
fully tabulated and signed before they are submitted for final 
tabulation.

Judges’ scorecards for department finals and the national 
contest will not be divulged to anyone at the site of the contest. 
The judges’ scorecards become the property of The American 
Legion National Headquarters.

National finals contest
• The national finals contest will be held at the Wyndham 

Indianapolis West April 10-12, 2015, in Indianapolis.  
Quarter-final and semi-final contests are scheduled to be 
held on Saturday, April 11. The championship is sched-
uled for Sunday, April 12.

• All contestants and chaperones will arrive on the Friday 
of the contest weekend. All contestants will be lodged at a 
hotel to be determined in Indianapolis.

• A mandatory pre-contest orientation session for all contes-
tants will be held the Friday evening of the contest weekend.

• A banquet honoring all contestants will be held the 
Sunday afternoon of the contest weekend.

• All contestants and chaperones will depart for home late 
Sunday afternoon.

Here is who to contact for individuals interested in learning more about the contest:
• For dates, sites and deadline information concerning local, district and state level competition, individuals should con-

tact their nearby American Legion post or their state headquarters office of The American Legion.
• For information concerning the national contest, contact: Americanism Division, The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-1055; telephone (317) 630-1204; or e-mail oratorical@legion.org.

For more information



American Legion Department Headquarters 
AL – P.O. Box 1069, Montgomery AL 36101-1069   

(334) 262-6638 adjutant@legional.org 
AK –  1550 Charter Circle, Anchorage, AK 99508-2981  

(907) 278-8598 legion@anch.net   
AZ –  4701 N. 19th Ave., Ste. 200, Phoenix, AZ 85015-3799 

(602) 264-7706 ajuarez@azlegin.org 
AR –  P.O. Box 3280, Little Rock, AR 72203-3280   

(501) 375-1104 alegion@swbell.net 
CA –  205 13th St., Ste. 3300, San Francisco, CA 94103 

(415) 431-2400 mj@calegion.org  
CO – 7465 East First Ave., Ste. D,  Denver, CO 80230-6877  

(303) 366-5201 cpatsmith@coloradolegion.org 
CT – P.O. Box 208, Rocky Hill, CT 06067-0208   

(860) 436-9986 deptadj@ctlegion.necoxmail.com 
DE –  P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE  19973-0930  

(302) 628-5221 adjutant@delegion.org 
DC – 2121 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Ste. 68, Washington, DC 

20007, (202) 362-9151 legiondc@verizon.net 
FL –  P.O. Box 547859, Orlando, FL 32854-7859   

(407) 295-2631 mail@floridalegion.org 
FR –  Theodor Heuss St. 73, 74081 Heilbronn, Germany,  

011-49-07131-29867 colwichboy@yahoo.com 
GA –  3035 Mt. Zion Road, Stockbridge, GA 30281-4101  

(678) 289-8883 amerlegga@bellsouth.net 
HI –  612 McCully St., Honolulu, HI 96826-3935   

(808) 946-6383 adepthi@hawaii.rr.com 
ID –  901 W. Warren St., Boise, ID 83706-3825  

(208) 342-7061 idlegion@mindspring.com 
IL –  2720 E. Lincoln St., Bloomington, IL 61704   

(309) 663-0361 hdqs@illegion.org 
IN –  777 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, IN 46204-1190  

(317) 630-1300 hdagley@legion.org 
IA – 720 Lyon St., Des Moines, IA 50309-5468   

(515) 282-5068 john@ialegion.org 
KS –  1314 SW Topeka Blvd., Topeka, KS 66612-1886   

(785) 232-9315 yunker@ksamlegion.org 
KY –  P.O. Box 2123, Louisville, KY 40201-2123  

(502) 587-1414 kylegion@bellsouth.net 
LA –  PO Box 3749, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 (225) 219-1945 

admin@lalegion.org 
ME – P.O. Box 900, Waterville, ME 04903-0900   

(207) 873-3229 paul@mainelegion.org 
MD – War Memorial Bldg. Room E, 101 N. Gay St., 

Baltimore, MD 21202 (410) 752-1405 
russell@mdlegion.org 

MA – Room 546-2 State House, Boston, MA 02133-1044  
(617) 727-2966 masslegion@verizon.net   

MX – Codigo A-487, P.O. Box 669004, Miami Springs, FL 
33266 (011-502-7832-1018) 
americanlegion2@gmail.com 

MI –  212 N. Verlinden Ave., Lansing, MI 48915-1297   
(517) 371-4720 adj@michiganlegion.org 

MN –  20 W. 12th St., Room 300-A, St. Paul, MN 55155-
2000 (651) 291-1800 department@mnlegion.org 

MS –  P.O. Box 688, Jackson, MS 39205-0688  
(601) 352-4986 legion27@bellsouth.net 

MO – P.O. Box 179, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0179   
(573) 893-2353 lowryfjackson@missourilegion.org 

MT – P.O. Box 6075, Helena, MT 59604-6075   
(406) 324-3989 amlegmt29@mtlegion.org 

NE – P.O. Box 5205, Lincoln, NE 68505-0205  
(402) 464-6338 al20023@windstream.net 

NV – 737 Veterans Memorial Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89101-
1945 (702) 382-2353 taldon737@aol.com 

NH – 121 South Fruit St., Concord, NH 03301-6312  
(603) 856-8951 adjutantnh@amlegion.state.nh.us 

NJ – 135 W. Hanover St., Trenton, NJ 08618-4823   
(609) 695-5418 adjutant@njamericanlegion.org 

NM – 1215 Mountain Road NE, Albuquerque, NM 87102-
2716 (505) 247-0400 adjutant@nmlegion.org 

NY –  Ste. 1300, 112 State St., Albany, NY 12207-2015   
(518) 463-2215 info@nylegion.org 

NC –  P.O. Box 26657, Raleigh, NC 27611-6657   
(919) 832-7506 nclegion@nc.rr.com 

ND – P.O. Box 5057, West Fargo, ND 58078-5057   
(701) 293-3120 adjutant@ndlegion.org 

OH – P.O. Box 8007, Delaware, OH 43015-8007   
(740) 362-7478 skip@ohiolegion.com 

OK –  2401 NW 23rd, Suite 41, Oklahoma City, OK  73107 
(405) 942-1705 tdavis@legion.org

OR –  P.O. Box 1730, Wilsonville, OR 97070-1730   
(503) 685-5006 oratjt@gmail.com 

PA –  P.O. Box 2324, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2324  
(717) 730-9100 kit@pa-legion.com 

PR –  P.O. Box 11424, Caparra Heights Sta., San Juan, PR 
00922 (787) 792-4899 adjutantpr.pjcolon@gmail.com 

RI –  1005 Charles St., North Providence,  RI 02904-5062 
(401) 726-2126 adjutant@legionri.org 

SC –  P.O. Box 3309, Irmo, SC 29063-4014  
(803) 612-1171 dept@sc.twcbc.com 

SD –  P.O. Box 67, Watertown, SD 57201-0067   
(605) 886-3604 sdlegion@dailypost.com  

TN – 318 Donelson Pike, Nashville, TN  37214   
(615) 391-5088 taltnadj@comcast.net 

TX –  P.O. Box 140527, Austin, TX 78714-0527   
(512) 472-4138 txlegion@txlegion.org 

UT –  P.O. Box 148000, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-8000  
(801) 539-1013 growley@utlegion.org 

VT –  P.O. Box 396, Montpelier, VT 05601-0396  
(802) 223-7131 adjvt@myfairpoint.net 

VA –  P.O. Box 11025, Richmond, VA 23230-1025   
(804) 353-6606 eeccleston@valegion.org 

WA – P.O. Box 3917, Lacey, WA 98509-3917  
(360) 491-4373 americanlegion@walegion.org 

WV –  P.O. Box 3191, Charleston, WV 25332-3191   
(304) 343-7591 wvlegion@suddenlinkmail.com 

WI –  P.O. Box 388, Portage, WI 53901-0388 (608)  
745-1090 adjutant@wilegion.org 

WY – 1320 Hugur Ave., Cheyenne, WY 82001-4917   
(307) 634-3035 wylegion@qwestoffice.net 
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