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YOUTH, SANDLOT & PREP 
GUIDE AND RULES

PENNSYLVANIA AMERICAN LEGION

G U I D E

2011

Spring City Red Sox
Front Row (L to R) - Statistician Tim Krause, Alex Romberger, Ja-
mes Hoff, Rickey Gorrell, Richie Michaud and Tom Grablewski. 
Middle Row (L to R) - Ryan Conway, Cody Clarke, Eric Pizzico, Pat 
Medley, Dan Larkin and Louis Vining. Back Row (L to R) - Manager 
Jamie Scheck, Coach Mike Heffernan Sr., Michael Oczypok, Sean 
Larkin, Elliot Criss, Ken Pierson, Mark Rothman and Coach Mike 
Walton.

1st ROW (L to R): Troy Lachenmayer, Riley Monahan, Sam Barletta,  
Jacob Mathew, Cam Michaud, Ethan Hellburg

2nd ROW (L to R): Quinn McKenna, Brandon Ferrie, Michael Aquilante, Cole Webb, 
Teddy Dylinski, Jake Zoller, Dawson Moss, Selwyn Simpson, Jack McLaughlin

3rd ROW (L to R): Manager Todd Lachenmayer, Coach Rich Michaud,  
Coach Anthony Barletta

SPRING CITY RED SOX
2014 YOUTH CHAMPIONS



FRONT ROW (L to R): Manning Smith, Tim Becker, Zach Catrambone, Jack Driscoll, 
Jack Keeler, Andrew Criscuolo, Will Sanford

BACK ROW (L to R): Adam Smith, Pat McConlogue, Matt Frantz, Conner Dillon, 
Armand Brigniola, Jay Wilmer, Evan Werley

Missing: Reece Papenfuss (Manager), Kevin Ralph & Jim Oaks (Coaches)

WEST CHESTER
2014 PREP CHAMPIONS

FRONT ROW (KNEELING L to R): Henry Dawes, Russ Smith, Chase Davis, Jason 
Marmorstien, Nick O’Connor, Bob Dawes (GM), Ronen Marmorstien (Scorekeeper)
BACK ROW (L to R): David Robinson (Asst. Coach), Mike Viggiano (Asst. Coach), 

Anthony Viggiano, Drew Robinson, Ryan Meyer, Luke Mutz, Justin Malley,  
Billy Corcoran, Brendan Ricciardi, Jack Swartzentruber, Chris DiRienzi,  

Scott Renauro (Head Coach), Bob Mutz (Asst. Coach)

NETHER
2014 SANDLOT CHAMPIONS
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ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 2015 – 2016

Chairman – Victor Straub, 121 Race Street, St. Marys, PA 15857
                   (H) 814-781-7085
       EMAIL: kmeyer@keystonepm.com

Director – Jonathan Wiest, PO Box 2324, Harrisburg, PA. 17105 
                                            (W) 717-730-9100   Fax: 717-975-2836
                                            EMAIL: jonathan@pa-legion.com

Vice Chairmen
East:  Elmer Daneker, 2818 Pacific Ave. Orefield, PA. 18069
                                    (H) 610-395-3020   (C) 484-264-3177
                                    EMAIL: yankeefan32@ptd.net 
Central:

West: Ron Palmer, 2202 Willow St., Erie, PA 16510
       (H) 814-897-0811   (C) 814-450-0821
       EMAIL: rppalmer2@gmail.com

YOUTH BASEBALL COMMITTEE

Chairman: Dick Clawson, 9 Clover Lane, Indiana, PA 15701
      (W) 724-349-2327   (C) 724-388-2404
      EMAIL: Indarmbd@microserve.net
      INDIANA, SOMERSET, NORTHWEST, 
      WESTMORELAND

East: Interim Vice Chair: William Houck, 
     641 East Philadelphia Ave., Boyertown, PA 19512      
                      (H) 610-367-6879 
                      EMAIL: whouck26@yahoo.com
     LEHIGH

Michael Zientek, 5 Sweetwater Ln, Wernersville, PA 19565
                             (C) 484-256-0600
                             EMAIL: mzientek@wholesalemillwork.net
            BERKS

Steve Lapin, 7301 Coventry Ave., Apt. 102, Melrose Park, PA 19027
         (H) 215-635-5526   EMAIL: Steve6q@yahoo.com
          BUCKS, MAINLINE, MONTCO
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YOUTH BASEBALL COMMITTEE…..continued

Donald Beard, 241 Rexmont Rd., Lebanon, PA 17042
            (H) 717-274-1640   (C) 717-507-0835
             EMAIL: 32busy@comcast.net
             LEBANON

Carl Sundstrom, 361 N. Manatawney St, Pottstown, PA 19464
               (H) 610-323-6483   EMAIL: tsundstrom363@comcast.net
               CHESTER, TWIN

George Graboske, 915 W Main St, Plymouth, PA 18651 
                              (H) 570-239-4804
                              EMAIL: nanticokebaseball13@yahoo.com 
                              DIST. 11, SUSQ. VLY & WYO. VLY, W. BR

Jim Bergeman, 2163 Hamilton Dr, Coopersburg, PA 18036
                         (C) 484-634-0815  
                         EMAIL: jbergeman@mfronca.com 
                         LEHIGH VALLEY

C. Eugene Ness, 4210 Wolf’s Church Rd., York, PA 17404
               (H) 717-792-3232   (C) 717-880-6997
                            EMAIL: Ceness@msn.com
                YORK

Frank Sweeney, 615 Chestnut St., Springdale, PA 15144
  (H) 724-274-5859
  ALLEGHENY

Bob LaRosa, 419 Concord Ave., Exton, PA 19341
         (H) 610-363-9505   (W) 610-363-9519
          EMAIL: College_Prospects@yahoo.com

William Houck, 641 East Philadelphia Ave., Boyertown, PA 19512
  (H) 610-367-6879   EMAIL: whouck26@yahoo.com

Mark Belin, 364 West King Street, Pottstown, PA 19464
        (H) 610-323-2902   EMAIL: mark4be@comcast.net
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YOUTH LEAGUE PRESIDENTS

BERKS— Michael Zientek, 5 Sweetwater Ln, Wernersville, PA 19565
                   (C) 484-256-0600   EMAIL: mzientek@wholesalemillwork.net

BUCKS—Derek Martoccio, 9001 Millcreek Rd, Levittown, PA 19054
      (H) 215-945-5449   (C) 215-200-7302
      EMAIL: deltae269@verizon.net

TWIN—Carl Sundstrom, 361 N. Manatawney St, Pottstown, PA 19464
   (H) 610-323-6483   (C) 484-941-1405
    EMAIL: tsundstrom363@comcast.net

LEHIGH—Kyle Collina, 1513 Crest Park Ct, Bethlehem, PA 18015
        (C) 610-462-5015   EMAIL: collina.kyle@gmail.com

CHESTER—Howie Gatchel, 286 Meadow Lake Dr, Downingtown, PA 19335
          (H) 484-288-9679   EMAIL: howiegatchel@verizon.net 

MONTCO— Chuck Eppolito, 3226 Fisher Rd, Lansdale, PA 19446
           (H) 610-584-5884

MAINLINE—Ron Anderson, 405 Brickmore Dr, Wallingford, Pa 19086
            (C) 610-724-0033   (H) 610-565-1677
                         EMAIL: rdanderson4@comcast.net

LEBANON—Ed Spittle, Jr., 146 W Chestnut St, Jonestown, PA 17038
            (H) 717-865-5117   EMAIL: fasteddie146@verizon.net

YORK—William Bankert, 5030 Lehman Rd., Spring Gorve, PA 17362
    (H) 717-225-3738   EMAIL: webmb63@comcast.net

DIST 11— Joe Ross, 2302 Winfield Ave, Scranton, PA 18505
      (C) 570-840-4775   (H) 570-343-4153
       EMAIL:josephpross10@gmail.com 

SUSQ. VLY.—Harold Albertson, 28 Meadow Ln, Danville, PA 17821
             (H) 570-275-5291   EMAIL: alby28@ptd.net

WEST BRANCH—Gary Gordner, 9819 Rt. 864 Hwy, Muncy, PA 17756
                                  (H)  570-435-3336   EMAIL: gordner@verizon.net
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YOUTH LEAGUE PRESIDENTS…..continued

WYOMING VLY— George Graboske, 915 W Main St, Plymouth, PA 18651 
                                   (H) 570-239-4804
                                    EMAIL: nanticokebaseball13@yahoo.com 

SOMERSET—Jason Baer, 1278 Mckenzie Hollow Rd, Meyersdale, PA 15552
  (H) 814-634-8026   (C) 814-659-8439
  EMAIL: cowboybaer22@aol.com

INDIANA
ARMSTRONG—Frank Garritano, 4590 Lucerne Rd, Indiana, PA 15701
      (H) 724-357-8089   (W) 724-763-5259
       EMAIL: fjgarritano@comcast.net

ALLEGHENY
WESTMORELAND— John Hredzak, 164 Stotler Dr, Delmont, PA 15626
    (H) 724-468-3460   (C) 412-610-9331
    EMAIL: jmhredzak@windstream.net

N. WEST—Ernie Granda, PO Box 5224, 510 Water St, Conneaut Lake, PA 16316
       (H) 814-795-9647   EMAIL: llvbaseball@zoominternet.net

PREP BASEBALL COMMITTEE

Commissioner:
Carl Sundstrom, 361 N. Manatawney St., Pottstown, PA 19464
   (H) 610-323-6483   (C) 484-941-1405
   EMAIL: tsundstrom363@comcast.net

William Houck, 641 East Philadelphia Ave., Boyertown, PA 19512
  (H) 610-367-6879   (C) 610-763-9461
  EMAIL: whouck26@yahoo.com

Mark Belin, 364 West King Street, Pottstown, PA 19464
        (H) 610-323-2902 (C) 610-850-5375
         EMAIL: mark4be@comcast.net
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PREP LEAGUE PRESIDENTS

WYOMING VLY —George Graboske, 915 W Main St, Plymouth, PA 18651                          
          (H) 570-239-4804
                                   EMAIL: nanticokebaseball13@yahoo.com

DIST 11— Joe Ross, 2302 Winfield Ave, Scranton, PA 18505
      (C) 570-840-4775  (H) 570-343-4153
       EMAIL: josephpross10@gmail.com 

BERKS— Michael Zientek, 5 Sweetwater Ln, Wernersville, PA 19565
                  (C) 484-256-0600   EMAIL: mzientek@wholesalemillwork.net

CHESTER
DEL/MONT—Tom Graham, 616 Colonel Dewees Rd, Wayne, PA 19087  
             (H) 610-688-0196   EMAIL: tlg6549@aol.com

BUCKS— Derek Martoccio, 9001 Millcreek Rd, Levittown, PA 19054
       (H) 215-945-5449   (C) 215-200-7302
       EMAIL: deltae269@comcast.net

MBC (Mont/Chester/
Berks/Lehigh)— Mark Belin, 364 West King Street, Pottstown, PA 19464  
     (H) 610-323-2902   (C) 610-850-5375
     EMAIL: mark4be@comcast.net

SANDLOT BASEBALL PROGRAM

Steve Lapin, 7301 Coventry Ave., Apt. 102, Melrose Park, PA 19027
         (H) 215-635-5526   EMAIL: Steve6q@yahoo.com

Ron Anderson, 405 Brickmore Dr, Wallingford, Pa 19086
             (H) 610-724-0033   (C) 610-565-1677
                          EMAIL: rdanderson4@comcast.net
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The  rules  printed  herein  shall  apply  to  the  Pennsylvania  Youth, 
SANDLOT, AND Prep Legion Baseball Programs

Youth,  Prep  and  Sandlot  Legion  Baseball  competition  shall  be 
played under rules set forth and adopted by the PENNSYLVANIA 
Legion Activities Committee. To be eligible to compete in the 
PENNSYLVANIA Legion Baseball Program, all Leagues and Teams 
must abide by these rules. Failure to abide by these rules will result in 
immediate disqualification. All Leagues will also abide by the Rules of 
Professional Baseball, except where stated otherwise.

THE CODE OF SPORTSMANSHIP

I WILL KEEP the rules.
I WILL KEEP faith with my teammates. I WILL KEEP my temper.
I WILL KEEP myself fit.
I WILL KEEP a stout heart in defeat.
I WILL KEEP my pride under in victory.
I WILL KEEP a sound soul, a clean mind and a healthy body.

Only  good  sportsmen  of  good  character  are  the  proper  men  to 
manage Legion Baseball teams. They must, by precept and example, 
keep constantly before the players, the true purpose of the American 
Legion Baseball Program. In other words, a Post Athletic Officer or 
Team Manager should not consider himself merely a coach with the 
main objective the winning of games. His big job is to keep uppermost 
in the minds of the players at all time, the citizenship lessons learned 
from participating in the program. Every team cannot win championship 
honors, but every player can win that which is of most importance

– the spirit of fair play, loyalty, teamwork, obedience, gameness and 
democracy.

It shall be the responsibility of the sponsor of the team to see that his 
team, coach and manager are instructed in the code of sportsmanship 
prior to the start of each season and to certify that the Pennsylvania 
Youth Legion Baseball rules have been read and explained to his team, 
manager and coaches.

It is the responsibility of the League Chairman to instruct all team 
managers that both teams prior to the start of the game line up along 
the base paths and repeat the Code of Sportsmanship in unison. It is the 
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responsibility of the home team to enforce this rule. Teams violating this 
rule are subject to a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00), payable to the 
Director of Activities, and/or disqualification from the program.

RULE 1 - PLAYING REGULATIONS

No team shall participate in any game or tournament outside the 
state of Pennsylvania without written permission from the Director of 
Activities at least 30 days prior to the event.

No league games shall be postponed or rescheduled to allow any team 
to participate in a non-league game or tournament. Form AL#4 should 
be completely filled out and have all required signatures for this purpose. 
The league shall suspend any manager violating this rule according to 
the guideline set up.

1. All coaches, managers, and other adults in the dugout and on 
the Youth Baseball roster must have proof of a State Police criminal 
(SP4-164) and child abuse background check (CY-113), if required, 
FBI fingerprint check, submitted to their respective League President 
for submission at the time the team is registered with the Youth Legion 
Official. These forms can be downloaded from the Pennsylvania State 
Police or Pennsylvania Department of Welfare web sites. There is a fee 
to process each of these.

2. The Youth Committee person appointed by the Department 
Commander, in his respective area, shall be the official representative 
of the Director of Activities. They shall have full and complete authority 
to carry out the mandates of this program as prescribed by the Director 
of Activities and the Dept. Activities Committee.

3. All games shall be played under Official Baseball Rules as 
published by Major League Baseball.

4. All teams including managers and coaches must be fully 
uniformed alike for batting and infield practice and games. However, 
any exception to this rule MAY BE approved by the Regional Director, 
in a written explanation to the Director of Activities, as to why the team 
is not uniformed. No team shall go to any Championship Play-off or 
Tournament without being fully uniformed. Coaches may wear warm 
up jackets only if they have LEGION patch on left sleeve.

5.  An  official  American  Legion  Baseball  insignia,  must  be  an 
embroidered patch, and must be sewn on the left sleeve or left breast 
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of the uniform shirt, or jacket that is worn over top of uniform shirt. 
This includes all personnel in uniform (manager, coaches and players). 
Violation of this rule will result in the removal of the offender or offenders 
by the umpire from further participation in the game when discovered 
during the game and shall cause the team to be fined $50.00 per offense 
(not to exceed $100.00 per game), such fine to be paid and verified as 
paid by the Regional Director or an assistant as selected by the Director 
before the offenders may participate in another game and this fine to 
be sent to State Headquarters. If any offender participates in a game 
prior to the fine being paid, the game or games shall be forfeited. If the 
offense occurs in the final game of the season, the fine shall be paid prior 
to the team playing the next year. The insignia may be purchased from 
the American Legion Emblem Division, PO BOX 2324, Harrisburg, PA 
17105, at a cost of $1.50 each; check must accompany order.

6. The front of the uniform shirt shall carry only lettering or wording 
that identifies the name of the Post, Town, Community or Organization 
sponsoring the team. Numbers may be included. No firm or company 
whose advertisement reflects the sale or use of alcoholic beverages, or 
tobacco products shall be permitted to display such advertising on team 
uniforms.

7.  A number at least six (6) inches high must be carried on the back 
of the uniform shirt.

8. A full baseball uniform consisting of shirt, pants, cap, team hose 
and baseball shoes must be worn in any game by all managers, coaches 
and players. Persons in violation of this rule will not be allowed to 
participate in the game and may be disqualified from further participation 
in the Pennsylvania Youth Legion Baseball program.

9. WOOD BATS MUST BE USED. BATS MUST MEET THE 
SPECIFICATIONS LISTED IN RULE 1.10a-c OF THE “OFFICIAL 
RULES OF MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL”.

10. The players are required to wear a double-flapped, ear protection 
helmet, bearing NOCSAE stamp while batting, running bases or on deck. 
Batboys and girls must also wear a double flapped ear protective helmet 
while on the playing field. Helmets must meet NOCSAE specifications 
and bear the NOCSAE stamp on outside of helmet. Players not wearing 
the regulation helmet will be suspended from the game.

11. While warming up a pitcher, either in or out of the bullpen, 
catchers, coaches or any person warming up the pitcher must wear a 
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mask either in the crouch or kneeling position. Any person refusing 
to do so will be ejected from the game. Helmets must meet NOCSAE 
specifications and bear the NOCSAE stamp on outside of helmet. 
Catchers are also required to wear a protective cup. Any catcher’s mask 
that does not have an extended throat protector of at least two (2) inches 
in length is required to have an attachable throat protector. Umpires and 
tournament officials shall halt the game until this rule is complied with.

12. Jewelry may not be worn, this includes rubber bands. No player 
may wear or have any object or equipment that will reflect or draw a 
glare while on the playing field.

13. The official baseball for Youth Legion Baseball games shall 
be the baseball adopted by the Department Activities Committee. The 
baseball adopted for the current year is the Diamond D2 AL PA and may 
be purchased through authorized dealers. The official baseball must be 
in the hands of the Umpire-in-Chief at the start of the game in order to 
have the game counted in the official records. UMPIRES SHALL NOT 
START A GAME UNLESS THE RULE IS COMPLIED WITH, 
IF NOT, THE GAME SHALL BE DECLARED A FORFEIT. The 
official baseball shall be purchased from the Diamond dealers.

14. Refer to rule 8.06 as it appears in the current issue of the official 
baseball rules as printed by Major League Baseball. Exception: Any 
player may be removed from the pitching position and remain in the 
game at another position. PENALTY for violating this rule: Forfeiture 
of the game if a protest is filed with the umpire in chief before the last 
out of the game.

15. Each team when on offense may be granted not more than one 
charged conference per inning to permit the coach or any of his team’s 
personnel to confer with base runner and/or the batter. The umpire shall 
deny any subsequent offensive team request for charged conference.

16. Only registered players or the three certified adults in the uniform 
of the team are permitted on the coaching lines. The three adult coaches 
must be registered with the Department Director of Activities at the time 
that the players are certified. Only the certified players, field manager, 
coaches, bat boys, score keeper and certified trainer shall be permitted 
to sit on the players’ bench or in the dug-out.

17. At all times a bona fide member of the Post should be officially 
in charge of the team as Business Manager, except as noted in case of 
outside sponsorship listed in the National Guide.
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18. Under no circumstances will any team be required to play more 
than two (2) scheduled games in any one day. Playing days will begin 
at 8:00 A.M. local time. A suspended game completed on the following 
day will not count toward two (2) games in this rule. These teams can 
still play an additional two (2) full games.

19. PA Youth Legion Leagues shall play 7 innings in their respective 
Leagues.

20. ALL TEAMS MUST HAVE IN ITS POSSESSION A 
PROPERLY SUPPLIED FIRST AID KIT FOR USE AT ALL 
BASEBALL GAMES AND TOURNAMENTS.

21. Only bats may be used in warming up in the on deck area or in any 
other location. Weighted bats, devices designed to attach to and remain 
part of the bat, such as weights or wind resistant foils, are permitted. 
Sledgehammers, weighted pipes and other heavy paraphernalia are not 
permitted. Safety of other players and spectators is paramount. Unsafe 
devices cannot be used.

22. In any exhibition, regular league game, playoff or Regional and 
State Final games, no player may pitch more than a total of ten (10) 
innings or make more than three (3) appearances [seven (7) innings or 
two(2) appearances for Prep] as a pitcher in combining the total innings 
or appearances in any four (4) consecutive calendar day period. An 
appearance on the mound will be governed by playing regulations. Any 
pitcher may be removed as a pitcher and still remain in the game at 
another position. However, if a pitcher is removed automatically when 
the manager or coach makes two (2) trips to the mound in the same 
inning, that pitcher cannot return as a pitcher in that game. Should a 
double or triple play cause a pitcher to exceed the permitted ten (10) 
innings in four (4) consecutive calendar days, the action in itself for the 
purpose of this rule, shall not be constructed as a violation of this rule. 
Any team in violation of this rule will cause the game (s) to be forfeited 
in which the player illegally pitched. (It is suggested that coaches limit 
the number of pitches to 100 per 7 innings.)

Example: To determine the innings & appearances used and what 
innings remain for each pitcher:
On Tues. - Count all pitching and appearances for Tues.
On Wed. - Count all pitching and appearances for Tues. and Wed.
On Thurs. - Count all pitching and appearances for Tues., Wed. and 
Thurs.
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On Fri. - Count all pitching and appearances for Tues., Wed., Thurs. 
and Fri.
On Sat. - Count all pitching and appearances for Wed., Thurs., Fri. 
and Sat.
22a. Major League Pitcher Pace of Play Rule will not be observed.
23. A starting player may be taken out of the game and re-entered 

once during that game, a pitcher must return as a pitcher the next time 
his team takes the field. A player must re-enter into the same batting 
position he had as a starter. This is not considered a charged appearance 
in accordance with Para. 22.

24. The pitching rule will now carry over from Regional Tournament 
to the State Tournament. The completed pitching report form will be 
forwarded to the State Tournament Director with the rosters of the 
competing teams. If the form is not delivered to the state site, the team 
will not be able to play.

25. There will be TWO (2) American Legion certified umpires used 
FOR YOUTH and sandlot GAMES. in prep games at least ONE (1) 
American Legion certified umpire (he will be behind the plate WITH 
The second (2ND) umpire up to the discretion of the league.

26. BLOOD RULE: If a player suffers from a laceration or other 
injury where blood is visible, the game shall be stopped at the earliest 
possible time and the athlete treated immediately. If the injury requires 
extensive treatment, a substitute shall replace the injured player. 
(Umpires are directed to give a reasonable amount of time to allow all 
injured players to be treated.) NO RE-ENTRY IS ALLOWED.

27. Force-Play-Slide Rule. The intent of the force-play-slide rule 
is to ensure the safety of all players. This is a safety as well as an 
interference rule. Whether the defense could have completed the double 
play has no bearing on the applicability of this rule. This rule pertains to 
a force-play situation at any base, regardless of the number of outs.  On 
any force play, the runner must slide on the ground and in a direct line 
between the two bases. It is permissible for the slider’s momentum to 
carry him through the base in the baseline extended.

Exception – A runner need not slide directly into a base as long as 
the runner slides or runs in a direction away from the fielder to avoid 
making contact or altering the play of the fielder. Interference will not 
be called. 



12

a) “On the ground” means either a head-first slide or a slide with 
one leg and buttock on the ground. 

b) “Directly into a base” means the runner’s entire body (feet, 
legs, trunk and arms) must stay in a straight line between the 
bases.

Clarification - If a runner goes into a base standing up and does not 
make contact or alter the play of the defensive player, interference shall 
not be called.

Clarification - If the runner goes into a base standing up and is 
safe or out, but makes contact with or alters the play of the defensive 
players, interference shall be called.  Contact with a fielder is legal and 
interference shall not be called if the runner makes a legal slide directly 
to the base and in the baseline extended.

Clarification - If contact occurs on top of the base as a result of a 
“pop-up slide, this contact is legal.

28. Actions by a runner are illegal and interference shall be called if:
a. The runner slides or runs out of the base line in the direction 

of the fielder and alters the play of the fielder (with or without 
contact).

b. The runner uses a rolling or cross-body slide and either makes 
contact with or alters the play of the fielder.

c. The runner’s raised leg make contact higher than the fielder’s 
knee when in a standing position;

d. The runner slashes or kicks the fielder with either leg; or
e. The runner illegally slides toward or contacts the fielder even if 

the fielder makes no attempt to throw to complete a play.
PENALTY for a-e - 1. With less than two outs, the batter-runner, 

as well as the interfering runner, shall be declared out and no other 
runner(s) shall advance. 2. With two outs, the interfering runner shall 
be declared out and no other runner(s) shall advance. 3. If the runner’s 
slide or collision is flagrant, the runner shall be ejected from the contest.

Clarification - If the bases are loaded with no outs, a double-play 
attempt is made, and interference is called, all other runners must return 
to their original bases.

29. COLLISIONS. The American Legion Baseball Committee is 
concerned about unnecessary and violent collisions with the catcher 
at home plate, and with infielders at all bases. The intent of this rule 
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is to encourage base runners and defensive players to avoid collisions 
whenever possible.

a. When there is a collision between a runner and a fielder who 
clearly is in possession of the ball, the umpire shall judge.
1) Whether the collision by the runner was avoidable (could 

the runner have reached the base without colliding) or 
unavoidable (the runner’s path to the base was blocked) or

2) Whether the runner actually was attempting to reach the 
base (plate) or attempting to dislodge the ball from the 
fielder.

PENALTY: If the runner (a) could have avoided the collision and 
reached the base, or (b) attempted to dislodge the ball, the runner shall 
be declared out even if the fielder loses possession of the ball. The ball 
is dead and all other base runners shall return to the last base touched at 
the time of the interference.

Approved Ruling 1: If the fielder blocks the path of the base runner 
to the base (plate), the runner may make contact, slide into, or collide 
with a fielder as long as the runner is making a legitimate attempt to 
reach the base or plate.

Approved Ruling 2: If the collision by the runner was flagrant, the 
runner shall be declared out and ejected from the contest. The ball shall 
be declared dead. If the defensive player blocks the base (plate) or base 
line clearly without the ball, or is not in the immediate act of catching 
the ball, obstruction shall be called. The runner is safe and a delayed 
dead ball shall be called.

Approved Ruling 3: if the runner collides flagrantly, he shall be 
declared safe on the obstruction, but will be ejected from the contest. 
The ball is dead.

30. MALICIOUS CONTACT: The Baseball Committee is 
concerned that some coaches may not have explained to their players 
that malicious contact is illegal. The majority of intentional collisions 
occur at home plate where the catcher is blocking the plate. Runners 
should be instructed to slide directly to the plate, or away from the 
catcher, or to avoid making contact with the catcher especially when the 
defender is in possession of the ball. Any player who, in the judgment 
of the umpire, maliciously runs into another player is automatically 
ejected, and is declared out. Our umpires have been instructed that if 
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there is any intentional and excessive force, or if there is any intent to 
injure another player, the offending player shall be removed from the 
game.  Malicious contact penalty will be enforced whether committed 
by an offensive or defensive player.

31. The American Legion requires protective screens to be in place 
on practice fields as well as in batting cages.

RULE 2 - PLAYER ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

1.   PA Youth Legion baseball competition is open to all players who 
are amateurs, residents of Pennsylvania and will not attain:

a. YOUTH - their sixteenth (16th) birthday prior to April 30th 
of the current year.  Born on or after 4-30-99 and prior to 
4-30-00 = 15 years old

b. SANDLOT – THEIR fifteenth (15th) birthday prior to 
April 30th of the current year. Born on or after 4-30-00 
and prior to 4-30-01 = 14 years old

c. PREP – THEIR fourteenth (14th) birthday prior to April 
30th of the current year.  Born on or after 4-30-01 and 
prior to 4-30-02 = 13 years old

2.   The minimum age to participate is 11 years old.
3.   Teams may have eighteen (18) players enrolled. In no case may 

a YOUTH TEAM have more than twelve (12) players in the 15-year age 
group. The rest of the players may be any age below fifteen (15).

4.    Competition is open to amateurs only. To be an amateur, a player 
must not:

a. Receive money, favors, or gratuities for playing baseball.
b. Play with or against anyone who receives money, favors or 

gratuities.
c. Accept money or favors for reimbursement for time lost at 

work while playing or for expense incurred while playing.
d. Participate in an All Star Baseball Game not approved by the 

Director of Activities. (Note - District, Counties, Posts or 
Sections planning All Star games must contact the Director of 
Activities for approval.)

e. Accept directly or indirectly, or agree to accept money or any 
favors (also his parents, trustees, guardians, etc.), offered by 
anyone for his baseball services, past, present or future.
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f. Try out with any professional team, without written permission 
of his coach, athletic chairman or Post Commander. (Major, 
Minor  League  Rule  3  (I)  governs  try-outs  and  merits  of 
contracting with professional clubs.)

5. A PA Youth Legion player may render service to another 
team,other than Legion team, providing permission is granted in writing 
by his Manager and the Regional Director and filed with the Director 
of Activities’ office, providing it does not interfere with a scheduled 
American Legion game. 

 a. Any LEGION player who is double rostered with any other 
team must be present at his Legion’s team game above and 
beyond any other game. Failure to comply with this will result 
in a penalty as established by the individual League including 
possible disqualification of all parties involved. Teams who 
have players playing for other teams and have not been granted 
permission by submitting of the double form (AL 5 Rev.03) 
and the indication of an asterisk on their rosters will also result 
in a penalty as established by the individual league including 
possible disqualification of all parties involved.

b. Double Rosters are not valid during post-season play.
c. Form #AL-5 is provided for this purpose and can be obtained 

from the Youth Committee Person.
d. Dual participation shall in no way interfere with a player’s 

responsibility to his Legion Baseball Team. The Legion 
believes team loyalty is a key ingredient for any team sport.

6. Thirteen (13) year olds may play on the Sandlot team if there 
is no Prep team in his/her zoned area. The contract is only for the 
current playing year. No Fourteen (14) year old can be cut to make 
room for a (13) Thirteen year old. 

7. Birth certification:
a. Players age must be verified by means of a LEGAL RECORD 

OF BIRTH. a. Record of birth must be by certificate bearing the 
appropriate seal or a certified copy of such from the Bureau of 
Vital Statistics or Department of Health or an accepted certified 
birth recording agency of that state. Official Department of 
Commerce certificates are acceptable. Passports are also 
acceptable.
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b. In case of foreign birth, the player will present any certificate 
or document duly issued to the bearer by the United States 
Immigration and Naturalization Service or by the Department 
of State, which shows the birth date of the bearer. Official birth 
certificates issued by a foreign country are acceptable when 
accompanied by an English translation. Military birth records 
(DD forms) are acceptable.

c. A properly notarized copy of that portion of legal adoption 
papers showing the place and date of a player’s birth shall be 
acceptable in cases of foster parents.  MAKE SURE YOU 
HAVE THE PROPER CERTIFICATION

d. Below is a sample of a Pennsylvania Certification of Birth. This 
and similar forms issued by a GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY 
are the only acceptable birth certifications

e. If the birth occurred in Pennsylvania and you do not have the 
proper Certification of Birth, the certification shown may be 
obtained by an eligible applicant from your local office of vital 
records

f.  The  following  ARE  NEVER  ACCEPTABLE AS  LEGAL 
BIRTH RECORDS:
1). Baptismal certificate
2). Hospital certificates or records
3). School certificates or records
4). Xerox copies of birth certificates
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g. Any team using these records will cause the player and/ or 
team to be disqualified from further competition for one (1) 
year and the games a player participated in be forfeited.

6. March 31st of the current year is the date for establishing legal 
residence within the State and attendance in school. Any player, whose 
parents or court appointed guardian moves and establishes a new 
permanent residence after March 31st, may submit a written request 
to play with a team of their choice. This request, in writing, must be 
accompanied by the parents or guardian’s affidavit that the move is 
permanent and listing the previous and present addresses. It must be 
filed and approved by the Director of Activities. No requests will be 
accepted after the current year roster has been turned into the Youth 
Committee Member.

RULE 3 - TEAM AND PLAYER CERTIFICATION

1. Each team must file an application for entry plus official entry fee 
together with the official insurance application and insurance fee, plus 
team liability application and liability fee with the Youth Director, no 
later than midnight May 1st of the current year.

2. The deadline for Youth Legion teams entering leagues is February
15.
3. It is compulsory that all Youth Legion baseball teams registered 

in the Youth Legion Baseball Program have Department insurance 
coverage, this includes health and accidental and liability insurance.

4. The official entry fee is:
a. Youth – Hundred ($100.00)
b. SANDLOT – Hundred ($100.00)
c. Prep - Sixty ($60.00)

5. All teams upon INITIAL payment shall receive notification of 
a franchise. This franchise is to protect their rights in the respective 
communities for the recruiting of players. Once a team receives a 
franchise it is in effect until it is revoked or the team is disbanded, 
without notification. Each year, upon team’s payment of entry fee and 
insurance payment, they will receive a receipt form and this form will 
automatically renew the franchise. Each league shall have the power to 
change existing franchises whenever a new team is admitted into that 
league or to provide equal zones among their current team members.
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6. It was mandated by the Department Executive Committee that 
when a new team is entered into a league and there is a Legion Post 
within the zone, that the Legion Post is given the opportunity to sponsor 
the new team. If the Legion Post does not wish to sponsor the team 
they must sign off on the team in a letter to the league, which will be 
forwarded to the Activities Director. The team may then be awarded 
to an outside sponsor, subject to approval by, and under the control of, 
the appropriate Department Baseball Official or Committee and under 
regulations promulgated by the Department.

7. Each team must register with the Youth Committee Member, 
utilizing the team certification forms (#1 and #2). The form #1 must be 
filled out entirely alphabetically and typewritten. The Youth Committee 
Member shall, after checking/verifying the forms, turn them over to the 
Regional Director who will sign and date them, no later than twenty- 
four (24) hours before the first scheduled game of the league. All Forms 
must be in the hands of the Activities Director no later than June 21st 
of the current year. Any team failing to comply with this rule will not 
be allowed to participate in league competition during the current year. 
Exception to this rule will be granted ONLY to those teams who have 
players involved in P.I.A.A. baseball playoffs. That registration closing 
date will be forty-eight (48) hours after their final P.I.A.A. baseball 
playoff game. No roster changes may be made on the Form #1 after it 
has been submitted to the Department Office.

8. No team may carry more than one (1) Post on the team Certificate 
of Entry as team sponsor.

9. In cases of death a player may be replaced on a Form #1.
10. All players must be under contract. A contract must be completed 

with all information requested, be signed and submitted to the Youth 
Committee Member for EACH PLAYER on the roster for the current 
year. Each contract shall be in effect for the player’s current year’s 
eligibility in their respective program. The copy of the player’s contracts 
(Form #2) must accompany the team roster when submitted to the State 
Activities Director for approval. The Team Manager for his particular 
team must retain the original copy of the contract.

11. Birth Certificates will be returned to the team manager following 
certification. Starting in 2015, all players will be issued a Youth 
Legion ID card, which will be used after the first time a birth 
certificate is reviewed.
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12. Teams not having completed correct rosters and contracts by the 
required time shall be disqualified immediately and all games in which 
the disqualified player participated shall be forfeited.

RULE 4 - CONDUCT

1. Any manager, coach or player who conducts himself in an 
ungentlemanly or unsportsmanlike manner in the opinion of the Director 
of Activities or his Representative (which would reflect discredit to his 
program) while participating in any Youth Legion Baseball competition, 
may be removed from further participation.

If there is an altercation between two players and the so called third 
player or any other players leave their position, the dugout, bullpen 
or any other area to enter the altercation, that in itself will cause that 
player or players to be immediately ejected and they will be disciplined 
severely. This also applies to coaches if their intentions are for any other 
reason than to help break up the altercation will be dealt with upon a 
written report from the umpires.

For violation of this section, person or persons involved shall 
immediately be ejected from the game, immediately suspended pending 
a written report of the incident and a hearing on the same. Violators will 
be penalized for their actions; such penalties could lead to the removal 
from further participation in the Baseball program.

2. No player, coach, manager, or any party associated with any 
American Legion Baseball Team shall ride, abuse, heckle or make any 
uncomplimentary remarks whatsoever to any opposing player or team 
official. Any individual violating these regulations’ shall be ejected 
immediately from the game.

3. Any player, coach, manager, or party accompanying a team 
will be suspended for the remainder of the game from the time of rule 
infraction if they:

a. Use profane language in any manner.
b. Make any unnecessary gesture in protesting any umpire’s 

decision (only the team captain and coach may ask for a 
clarification of a rule, but never argue).

c. Throw bats or any other equipment.
d. Make unnecessary gestures to fans or opposing players.
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e. Resort to unnecessary roughness on the playing field.
f. Hazing or any form of initiation will not be tolerated. The 

league will set penalties for this purpose.
4. The use of any form of tobacco by a player, coach, manager or 

umpire while on the playing field is prohibited. Any violation of this rule 
will cause the individual and the team manager to be removed from the 
game. For the purpose of this rule, dugouts and/or player benches and 
bullpens will also be considered part of the playing field. The manager 
will not be removed if an umpire commits the infraction.

5. Any player, manager, coach ejected by an umpire from any game, 
must leave the confines of the ballpark.

6. Aerosol, gas, battery or electric operated air horns or other 
noisemakers will be prohibited at all games. Fans or players who operate 
such devices shall be ordered by the home team to cease such operation 
immediately or face removal from the ballpark.

7. The home team shall be responsible for proper fan discipline at 
all games. If the home team refuses their responsibility in any game, the 
umpire may cause the game to be forfeited.

8. Any person who has been charged with a crime which constitutes 
a misdemeanor or felony under 18 PA C.S. (“The Crimes Code”) or 
Act 64 (“The Controlled Substance Drug Device and Cosmetic Act”) or 
similar statute or another State’s criminal statutes, shall be suspended 
by the activities Director or his representative pending the outcome of 
legal proceedings.

9. Upon conviction or a plea of guilty or a plea of no contest, the 
managers, coaches and officials will be dropped from the list of approved 
managers, coaches and officials.

10. Upon acquittal, dismissal of the charges, or entry into, and 
successful completion of an accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition 
(A.R.D) program, the managers, coaches or officials upon application 
to  the  Director  or  representative  shall  be  reinstated  or  reapply, 
may  either  be reinstated by the Director or his representative, or if 
not reinstated shall be notified of the opportunity for a hearing by the 
Director or the representative, to determine whether he is to be reinstated 
or to remain suspended from the list of approved managers, coaches and 
officials.

11. The Activities Director or his representative may suspend 
managers, coaches and officials who will not cooperate with the Youth 
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Legion program or who pursue a course of action where in the judgment 
of the Activities Director or his representative that is detrimental to the 
welfare of the program or members where of who conduct themselves off 
or on the field in a manner not conducive to the best interest of the Youth 
Legion Baseball program or who will not comply with the regulations 
pertaining to the rules of the Youth Legion Baseball program.

RULE 5 - RECRUITING AREAS

1. The area from which a team may recruit its players is a zone assigned 
that team by a Committee of not less than five (5) individuals selected 
by the league President or Chairman.

2. At no time will the total population of any team’s recruiting area 
exceed 50,000 people according to the latest available United States 
Census.

3. All zones must be approved by the League and Youth Committee 
Member. Zoning of cities with 100,000 population or more shall be 
established by the Director of Activities.

4. YOUTH Legion teams will have the same boundaries or tracts as 
the Senior Legion team in their league. Teams will not exceed League 
boundaries or population limits.

5. Zoning will be flexible to fill team rosters for the Prep and 
Sandlot program only. If flexible players are from another zoned 
area they must return to their home zone for Youth Legion Baseball.

6. When a new Youth Legion team is formed where a Senior Legion 
team exists and the open territory had been taken by adjoining Youth 
Legion team(s), they will relinquish that territory or tracts to the new 
team.

7. a. A player must play for the team recruited from his legal 
residence. For the purpose of this rule, a player’s legal 
residence is determined by his parents permanent and legal 
residence as of March 31st of the current year.

b. If the parents or guardian should move to another residence 
within the state or if zoning in the player’s area should change, 
the player has the option to continue with his original team or 
sign a new contract with the team in the new area or zone in 
which he now resides.  He must do so in writing to the Youth 
Committee Member: designating his preference as to which 
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team he desires to play with before the start of the season.  A 
copy of the letter should be sent to the Activities Director.  the 
players declaration shall be final and valid for the remainder of 
the player’s eligibility.

c. Players, through no fault of their own, unable to complete their 
eligibility because the Post they last played for does not sponsor 
a team, may compete for the team nearest their parents’ or 
guardians legal residence. If eligible to do so under enrollment 
limitations specified in these rules.   Written permission for 
such competition must be obtained from the Youth Committee 
Member prior to the Form # 1 being turned over to the State 
Activities Director. Team declaration Form #76 must be signed 
by the Youth Committee Member and accompany Form # 1 
for approval by the State Activities Director. A photo copy 
of Form #76 granting permission shall be given to the Youth 
Committee Member, League Chairman, and Team Manager 
by the Youth Committee Member granting permission for the 
player to compete. And, the original Form # 76 must be filed 
at Department Headquarters.

d. Should one parent of the player be deceased, his legal residence 
shall be his surviving parents’ permanent and legal residence. 
That player must declare in writing the team of his choice and 
file that decision with the Youth Committee Member prior to 
the submission of the Form # 1 and a copy of that decision 
shall be sent by the Youth Committee Member to the Director 
of Activities. That decision is final and valid for the remainder 
of the players’ eligibility.

e. In the event of a player’s parents are divorced, that player may 
play for a team of either parents’ legal and permanent domicile 
provided the acceptable address is the address he resides at 
on March 31st. The player has the option to continue with 
original team or sign a new contract with the team in the new 
area or zone in which he now resides. However, he must do 
so in writing to the Youth Committee Member designating his 
preference as to which team he desires to play with before 
the start of the season. A copy of the letter must be sent to the 
Activities Director and the player’s declaration shall be final 
and valid for the remainder of the player’s eligibility.



23

f.   In the event that both parents are deceased or incapable of caring 
for and supervising of the player during minority, the player’s 
residence will be determined by the domicile of the permanent 
legal guardian appointed by the courts having jurisdiction to 
make such an appointment. A players’ domicile shall be his 
parents, or court-appointed guardian’s, permanent and legal 
domicile. Temporary guardianship does not apply unless a 
court having jurisdiction over such matters has determined the 
parents to be incapable of supervision and care.

g. Should a situation arise not covered by the prior provisions of 
this rule, the Director of Activities will, in his sole discretion, 
determine the player’s legal residence for the purpose of his 
participation in the Youth Legion Program. In rendering his 
decision, the Director of Activities may confer with the Youth 
Committee Member whose zones appear involved.

8. Any player attending a school in a location other that his legal 
residence, as  either  a  commuting or  residential student,  must  still 
play for the team recruiting from his legal residence as defined in the 
Pennsylvania Youth Legion Baseball Guide. If you live in Pennsylvania 
you will play in Pennsylvania.

9. Once a player signs a contract with a given team, he is the property 
of that team until his eligibility is completed.

10. If recruiting is done crossing boundary lines, without permission 
of the Youth Region Director, from where the player resides, the player 
shall be expelled and all games player participated in shall be forfeited.

11. If the official residence is altered for a player in order to enable 
him to participate by playing on a team in another area, the player and 
the entire team using the player shall be declared ineligible.

12. All teams shall have two or more publicly announced try outs. 
Either through the School or the local newspaper.  Managers will have 
to prove announcements and provide sign-up sheets 

13. A player will only be able to double roster with the Senior Legion 
Team that their parents’ residence is zoned to.

14. Waiver:
a. May be granted to Youth players – HOWEVER, the waiver is 

only valid for a single year. The next year the player reverts 
back to his original team.
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b. The player must request and obtain a signed waiver release 
form (Form AL-76) from the manager of the team from which 
he was cut.

c. If a manager denies a waiver, the player has the right to appeal 
to the Youth Committee Member and/or the Youth Committee 
Chair in writing and their decision will be final.

d. No team that had 18 players or more tryout for their team may 
accept a waived player.

e. If a player is unable to participate with regularly assigned 
team, the player may play for team nearest to his parents legal 
residence providing the player’s regularly assigned team has 
a full roster and said player must have, according to the team 
manager, attended as least two (2) team tryouts before the final 
team selections were made.

f. A player may be permitted to try out for a team outside the 
league, provided that the team is closest to his legal residence. 
Otherwise, he must tryout with the team within the league 
whose zoned territory is closest to his legal residence.

g. If no team within the league meets the requirements to accept 
his waiver, he may go outside the league to exercise his waiver.

h. Instructions for completing WAIVER Form AL-76
1) Waiver forms can be obtained from the Youth Committee 

Member.  No other forms or letters will be accepted.
2) The player must complete the top portion of the form as 

well as the “REASON FOR REQUEST” section of the 
form.

3) The new Team Manager must complete the “transferred 
to” section of the form.

4) All waivers must be complete and signed by the player, the 
players Parent or Guardian, the “waived from” (releasing 
team’s) manager, League Chairman and Youth Committee 
Member, the “waived to” (accepting team’s) Manager, 
League Chairman and Youth Committee Member with 
final approval granted by the Director of Activities

5) a copy must be attached to the roster when submitted to the 
Youth Committee Member.

15. The Pennsylvania American Legion in conjunction with the 
Pennsylvania  Youth   Legion   Commission   feels   strongly   that   all 
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potential players within this Youth Legion age group play Youth Legion 
Baseball. In order to help accomplish this, we feel it is imperative that 
“cut players” have the opportunity to play within the guidelines of the 
“waiver format” which is available in this program, rather than lose 
these eligible players to other programs. With this in mind, we strongly 
suggest that your League adopt a policy whereby teams that may accept 
waivered players, are informed of players cut from other teams that 
qualify, prior to the turning in of rosters. We thank you in advance for 
your co-operation.

RULE 6 - LEAGUE RULE

1. Any League in direct violation of any rule that appears in this guide 
or approves any rule with the intent to circumvent any of these rules 
will, at the discretion of the Director of Activities, upon consultation 
with the respective Youth Committee Member and Youth Committee 
Chair, cause the League’s current year Champion to be disqualified 
from Regional and State Competition.

2.  All Leagues are required to have a constitution and by-laws 
governing team’s entry requirements into the League, election of officers 
including the length of individual terms and various committees needed 
to successfully operate their respective League. The League may also 
include such rules and regulations that are not in conflict with the rules 
printed in this book.

3. All zoning must be completed on or before March 31, must be 
approved by a majority vote of the League. ALL AREAS WITHIN 
EACH LEAGUE MUST BE ZONED. THERE SHALL BE NO OPEN 
AREAS. Any League having open areas will not be allowed to compete 
in Championship competition. On or before March 31 of each year, each 
League shall submit to the Youth Committee Member and the Director 
of Activities, a detailed map showing the zoned areas of each team 
within that League. Each zoned area shall be colored, using a different 
color for each team and clearly marked with name of team. Zones may 
be changed yearly BEFORE the new season begins, however, each 
time zones are changed a new map properly outlined must be sent 
to the aforementioned directors. If zones are not changed it will not 
be necessary to submit a new map every year. Any League failing to 
comply will not be allowed to enter State competition.
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4. Zoning for the Prep program will be flexible to fill team rosters for 
this program only. If flexible players are from another zoned area they 
must return to their home zone for Youth or Senior American Legion 
play.

5. Any team appeal concerning a zone decision by the League must 
be acted upon according to Rule 8.

6. Teams in order to be eligible for Championship playoffs must 
have participated in a four (4) team League or more and have played at 
least a twelve (12) game schedule during the current season.

7. All Leagues must report their current or newly elected officers 
to the Youth Committee Chair and Director of Activities no later than 
March 31.

8. It is compulsory that Leagues utilize only those umpires officially 
registered with the Director of Activities into their respective League 
games. Any league failing to do so will not be allowed to have their 
Champion advance to State competition.

9. Each league shall report the name of their Championship team 
going to the Regional Tournament to the Activities Director and Regional 
Director by 5 PM on Sunday, July 19, 2015 for YOUTH and Sunday, 
July 26, 2015 for PREP. THERE SHALL BE NO EXCEPTIONS. 
Leagues not meeting this deadline will not be allowed to participate in 
Regional or State Final Playoffs.

10. Leagues are required to have ten (10) or more teams enrolled 
in order to be considered to have two (2) teams entered into the 
Regional Tournaments.

a. When a team hosts a Regional Tournament, the league of 
which the host team is a member, will be allowed ONLY 
one (1) additional team to be entered into the Regional 
Tournaments.

b. Some League Champions with less than ten (10) teams in 
their respective leagues may be required to participate in 
a playoff with a League Champion of another league to 
determine who will advance to the Regional tournaments.

RULE 7 - AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL COMMISSION

EACH LEAGUE SHALL BE REQUIRED TO FORM AN AMERICAN 
LEGION BASEBALL COMMISSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
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FOLLOWING RULES PRIOR TO THE START OF THE CURRENT 
SEASON.

1. The commission shall consist of five (5) individuals, not 
members of the League, but knowledgeable in the rules of baseball 
and the American Youth Legion Baseball Rules. People to serve on this 
commission may be former Major League or American Legion baseball 
players, civic leaders, clergy, etc.

2.  The  Commission members  shall  be  appointed by  the  League
President with the approval of the League membership.
3. The decisions of this commission are binding upon the League. 

Decisions of the commission may be appealed to the youth Regional 
Director as provided for in the Pennsylvania Youth Rule Guide. IN ANY 
INSTANCE, THE APPEAL OR PROTEST SHALL BEGIN WITH 
THIS COMMISSION. THE YOUTH REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
WILL NOT ACT ON ANY APPEAL, WHICH WAS NOT FIRST 
BROUGHT BEFORE THIS COMMISSION.

4. Members who no longer wish to serve on the commission 
must resign by written resignation to the League President. Members 
who absent themselves for two (2) meetings of the commission 
may be replaced by the League President at the third meeting of the 
commission. Members of the commission, who resign or are replaced, 
must be replaced by a person meeting the same qualifications as listed 
in Paragraph 1.

5. The following persons may not serve as members of the 
commission:

a. Any coach, manager or representative of a member team within 
the league.

b. The League President or Chairman.
c. Any member of the State Activities Committee.

6. After the five (5) members of the commission have been appointed 
or elected, they shall from their own members elect a Chairman and 
Secretary.

7. Three members shall constitute a quorum.

RULE 8 - PROTEST AND APPEALS

1. All protests and/or appeals must be submitted by the protesting 
team or player in writing and presented to the League Baseball 



28

Commission within twenty four (24) hours through the League President 
or Chairman.

a. After the game is played in which a protest is lodged by one 
of the two teams involved in the game. Any protest in this 
situation shall only be acted upon by the respective League 
Baseball Commission. Their decision SHALL BE FINAL.

b. After a vote is taken on any non-playing situations at a League 
meeting.

2. Any protest pertaining to Paragraph A-2 as printed above shall 
only be acted upon by the respective League Baseball Commission and 
must be accompanied with $200.00.

3. If the decision of the League Baseball Commission on a non-
playing situation ONLY is not accepted by the team issuing the appeal, 
said team MUST within twenty four (24) hours after the decision is 
rendered by the aforementioned Commission, appeal said decision to 
the Regional Director in writing containing all the necessary facts and 
accompanied by a fee of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00), certified 
check or money order. THIS FEE WILL NOT BE RETURNED. The 
team or teams involved in the appeal may be present at the hearing 
when and where called by the Youth Committee Member. The Appeals 
Committee shall consist of the Youth Committee Member, Youth 
Committee Chair or Vice Chairman and a League President or Chairman 
or Youth Committee Member from another League.

4. If the decision of the appeal hearing conducted by the Youth
Committee is not accepted by a team, the following shall prevail:

a. Within twenty four (24) hours from the time decisions of the 
Appeals Committee is issued, a team may appeal said decision 
to the Director of Activities. Such appeal may be by telegram, 
email, Mailgram or Fax and shall incorporate the precise point 
or points of contention, which are the basis for the appeal 
and be accompanied by a fee of $350.00 by certified check or 
money order. Fee will not be returned. NO APPEAL SHALL 
BE HONORED WHICH IS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
FOREGOING TIME LIMIT.

b. The Appeal Board shall be composed of: The Director of 
Activities, the Chairman of the Activities Committee and a 
Youth Committee Member.
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c. All appeals filed under Paragraph 4 shall be directed to the 
Director of Activities, 800 N. Front St., Wormleysburg, PA 
17043.

d. The decision of the Appeal Board shall be final and conclusive. 
The concurrence of a majority of the members of the Appeal 
Board shall constitute the final determination of the board. 
There shall be no more appeals through the Department.

e. No appeal shall be considered by this Appeal Board until 
aforementioned procedures of this rule under Paragraph 1, 
2 and 3 have been exhausted, as certified in writing by the 
individual in charge of said hearing.

f. All fees for hearings are non-refundable.
5. The Department Activities Committee shall have the power to 

disqualify, suspend or remove any Manager, Coach, Player or Team 
violating any of these rules or other rules established within their 
jurisdiction. If such a situation arises, the Youth Committee Member 
in concurrence with the Vice Chairman shall have the authority to 
disqualify the entire team and the games won will be forfeited.

RULE 9 - TOURNAMENTS

1. REGIONAL AND STATE TOURNAMENTS
a. The Department Activities Committee may prescribe such 

rules for the playing of Regional and State Final Tournament 
games as it considers necessary.

b. The Regional Tournaments and Final Championship game 
will be played in the community selected by the Department 
Activities Director.

c. Each team upon arrival in the Tournament city shall post with 
the Director, a $100.00 check in the Regional and a $200.00 
check in the State Finals as a forfeit and/or damage fee. Should 
there be any damage, the cost will be deducted from the deposit 
and the funds remaining will be returned. Any team entered in 
the Tournament that forfeits a game will be disqualified from 
that Tournament immediately and forfeit their $100.00 or 
$200.00 deposit.

d. A legal record of birth registration or a PA issued Youth ID card 
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for each player and a player contract form ALB#2 for each 
player listed on the roster must be presented to the Director in 
charge of the Tournament upon arrival in the Tournament city.

e. There shall be two (2) glossy color photographs that measure 
5” x 7” or 8 X 10, in order of appearance of the entire team, 
all uniformed alike, listing the names of the players on the 
back and signed by the team manager to verify the player’s 
identity. The acceptable photographs must be turned into the 
Regional Tournament Committee. The photographs will not 
be returned as they must be sent to the State Tournament site, 
by the Tournament Director, immediately after all teams have 
registered, at the expense of the host tournament.

f. Each team not to exceed eighteen (18) players must be 
accompanied by at least two (2) certified adults who will be 
responsible for the conduct of the players both on and off the 
field at all times and see that they return promptly to their 
homes after being eliminated from the Tournament. THE 
CONDUCT OF THE ENTIRE TEAM IS THE PERSONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE REGISTERED TEAM 
MANAGER.
1). The manager shall instruct his team as to the rules made 

by the committee (both written and verbal) concerning the 
conduct of the team while in the Championship City.

2). Specific conduct rules concerning activities in the housing 
area (both written and verbal) must be strictly enforced.

3). Any breach of the conduct rules will result in the 
disqualification of the entire team, and the team may be 
required to vacate the housing. Also, may lead to suspension 
of the manager from further involvement in Pennsylvania 
Youth Legion Baseball.

g. The Regional and State Tournaments will be scheduled on a 
two-game loss elimination, weather permitting.

h. All Youth State Finals and Regional Tournament games will 
consist of scheduled seven (7) innings, a pitcher must return 
as a pitcher the next time the team takes the field.  This is 
not considered a charged appearance in accordance with Rule 
1, #22, according to Rule 4.10, 4.11 and 4.12 of the Official 
Baseball Rules with the following exceptions:



31

1). Games called because of darkness or rain before 7 inning 
have been completed shall be called a suspended game and 
shall be played from the point of suspension. The game 
shall be considered suspended and picked up the next day 
or the following day after that from the point of suspension.

2). The pitcher will be charged for innings pitched on the first 
day. Innings pitched on the following day will be charged 
on the day pitched. One appearance will be charged unless 
pitchers change.

3). A suspended game completed on the following day will 
not count toward two (2) games in Rule 1. These teams can 
still play an additional two (2) full games.

i. The adult Team Manager will deal directly with the Tournament 
Committee on all questions pertaining to tournament protests, 
etc. for a decision by the Tournament Committee and 
this decision is to be decided on immediately before play 
progresses. A protest will be settled on the field and no appeals 
will be allowed.

j. The Director of Activities shall decide the number of umpires 
needed to successfully conduct a tournament. These umpires 
shall be members of their respective Umpire Associations.

k. Suitable trophies will be awarded in each tournament at the 
discretion of the Director of Activities.

l. In both Regional and State Championship Tournaments the 
Director will receive an allotment of up to 10 dozen baseballs. 
Upon accepting a bid and consecrating a contract to host either 
of these tournaments, it is understood that if more than the 
allotted baseballs are used during the tournament that the host 
is responsible to provide necessary baseballs to complete the 
tournament.

m. Admission fee to be charged at all Tournament games is 
recommended.

n.  Any  player, coach or  manager suspended  from a  Regional 
or State Championship tournament game by an umpire for 
unsportsmanlike conduct must report to the Tournament 
Director before being allowed to return to the game.

o. A coin toss will determine the home and visiting team. The 
winner of the toss will HAVE THE CHOICE of being the 
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home OR visitor and CHOICE OF FIRST OR THIRD 
BASE DUGOUT with the following exceptions:
1). The host team in a tournament will use its regular dugout 

and bench regardless of home or visitor.
2). A team that has played their previous game on that same 

field on the same day will use the same dugout regardless 
of home or visitor; however, if the host team is involved 
exception 1 above will take precedence.

p. Any team that qualifies to advance to a Regional Tournament, 
upon qualifying is committed to advancing throughout the 
Regional and State Tournaments as long as that team continues 
to qualify to advance.
1). This commitment must be made in writing by all concerned 

upon the teams’ qualifying for post season play.
2). Any team that refuses to advance, at any level for which 

they have qualified may forfeit their franchise.
3). A team may, with justifiable reason, choose not to 

participate in post season play beyond the league level. 
This decision must be made in writing by all concerned 
before the date listed in this Guide for leagues to declare 
participants in the Regional Tournaments.

q. 10 Run Rule: All regional and state tournaments shall utilize 
a 10 run rule after five innings, unless the home team is ahead 
by 10 runs or more after 4 ½ innings.

r. Any player or coach that leaves an Youth Legion Regional or 
State Tournament game to play in any other amateur baseball 
program shall be disqualified from further post season play. 
The Youth Legion believes team loyalty is a key ingredient 
for any team sport. Any Youth Legion Baseball player 
missing any portion of an American Legion Tournament, 
from The Regional Tournament all the way through the Youth 
Legion state tournament, because that player participated in 
another non- sanctioned baseball event such as exhibition 
game, tournament showcase, combine or OTHER YOUTH 
PROGRAMS shall be ineligible for post-season tournament 
play.
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2. REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS
a. A Youth Committee Member will be assigned to be in charge 

of each Regional Tournament to act in the Activities Director’s 
behalf. From tournament funds, he shall receive expenses 
consisting of Federal Mileage rate per mile from his home to 
the Tournament City, $18.00 per day for meals, all telephone 
calls made pertaining to the Tournament and if necessary, 
lodging for the duration of the Tournament. A staff will be 
assigned to work with the Tournament Director. A schedule 
will be provided and shall be followed as closely as possible 
except where fields must be changed for crowd control or 
ground conditions.

b.  The  Regional  Tournament  Director  will  call  the  Director 
of  Activities  collect,  no  later  than  Saturday  morning  of 
the Tournament, and furnish him with a list of telephone 
numbers whereby he can be reached at the Tournament site. A 
TELEPHONE FOR THE DIRECTOR IS MANDATORY. 
(Other than a public phone.)

c. The Director of Activities shall determine the number of teams 
to participate in the Regional Tournaments after the closing of 
entries.

d. Host Team in each respective Regional Tournament must be 
declared no later than JULY 1.

e. No team travel expenses are authorized. All youth teams travel 
at their own expense.

f. Umpires shall be selected and assigned by the Tournament 
Director. Only those umpires currently registered with the 
Activities Director may be used in the Tournament, and are 
paid by the host tournament funds.

g. Every host team will provide a map-quest address for the field 
that is being used.

3. STATE CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS
a. The Regional Championship Teams shall report to the 

Championship City upon receipt of instructions from the 
Director of Activities. He should be contacted at 717-730-
9100 as soon as possible after being declared the winner.

b. The Activities Director shall appoint Tournament Director in 
the STATE FINALS.
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c. The Tournament Committee with the approval of the Department 
Activities Committee will arrange for, and be responsible for 
meals, entertainment and housing while the teams are in the 
Final Championship City and these expenses shall be for only 
actually certified players plus two (2) adults. No substitutions 
for certified players or certified adults may be made. Bat boys 
and other personnel will be at their own expense.

d. The  sponsoring  organization  must  also  house  and  feed  the 
Department Staff.

e. Teams that are within sixty (60) miles as determined by a 
mapquest address from the team’s home field (as filed on 
the current entry and insurance form) to the host team’s 
mapquest address will not be housed, will not receive meal 
money.

f. Teams, while in the Championship City, will be housed by 
the Tournament Committee and will be fed two (2) MEALS 
A DAY - BREAKFAST AND AN EVENING MEAL - or 
the Team Manager will be paid money to purchase these 
meals for his team, whichever is decided by the Department 
Activities Director. MONEY FOR MEALS WILL BE AS 
FOLLOWS, $10.00 FOR DINNER, UNLESS PROVIDED 
BY A SPONSOR AND $5.00 FOR BREAKFAST UNLESS 
PROVIDED BY THE HOTEL.

g. A contract will be provided by the Department Activities 
Director to be negotiated between the Local Committee and 
the Activities Director, in the Championship Tournament.

h. Since there is no banquet at the Youth Legion State 
Championships, all teams will have a coin flip prior to the start 
of the first game and each subsequent game thereafter.

i. Any Post, civic organization or community desiring to sponsor 
the American Youth Legion Baseball State Final Championship 
games should submit a letter of invitation to the Director of 
Activities at least two (2) years prior to the year they desire 
hosting the tournament.

j. Teams upon elimination from the tournament will be required 
to vacate their housing within one and one half hours (1 ½) 
hours of elimination. There will be no exceptions.
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RULE 10 – RECISSION OF “LOYALTY RULE”

1. At its meeting of Thursday, July 28, 2005, the PIAA Board of 
Directors approved a change to Article IX, REPRESENTATION, 
Section 1, Student Ineligible Who Otherwise Competes in the Same 
Sport, of the PIAA By-Laws, effective immediately.

2. At that meeting, the Board of Directors unanimously voted 
to rescind ARTICLE IX, REPRESENTATION, Section 1, Student 
Ineligible Who Otherwise Competes in the Same Sport, of the PIAA 
By-Laws.

3. The immediate repeal of the “Loyalty Rule” means that a student 
may compete on an outside team in the same sport during the same sport 
season; and, therefore, are no longer required to obtain a waiver from 
the Principal of the student’s school to do so.

RULE 11 - UMPIRES

1. The Director of Activities must receive all renewals for the current 
year no later than April 1.  If any umpire fails to register and officiates 
in any American Legion exhibition, All Star, regular scheduled baseball 
game or playoff, that Umpire shall be fined fifty dollars ($50.00) per 
game for every game worked. This fee shall be paid to the Regional 
Director.

2. Applications for new umpires may be procured from any Sectional 
Director or by contacting the Director of Activities, PO BOX 2324, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. They can also be found at www.pa-legion.com, 
under baseball program.

3. The initial fee of $35.00 for a renewal member and $40.00 for 
new applicants will be required. All checks should be made payable to: 
American Legion Baseball. If paid by March 3 the fee is $35.00, if by 
April 1 $40.00 and after April 1 $55.00.

4. Upon receipt of an application and the proper fee from a new 
member, the Activities Director will send an examination to the 
applicant. This examination must be returned to the Activities Director 
within ten (10) days for grading. A score of 70% will be considered a 
passing grade.

5. All renewal members will receive a notice from the Activities 
Director on or about January 15 to inform them their renewal is due and 
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payable. Renewal forms may also be found at www.pa-legion.com.
6. Upon receipt of proper fees, each umpire shall receive an arm 

patch, Penna. Youth Baseball Guide, a baseball rule book as printed 
by Major League Baseball, which is the Official Rule Book of Youth 
Legion Baseball and an official registration card for the current year. 
Additional patches are available at a cost of $3.00 each.

a. Umpiring without a current year’s ID card will cause a $50 
per incident fine, to be imposed on both the Umpire and the 
Assignor. Made payable to American Legion Baseball.

b. All umpires are required to wear light gray trousers, Official 
American Legion Umpire cap and black shoes while working 
in any American Legion baseball game. Umpires may wear 
either an El-Becco light blue shirt, a dark blue or powder blue 
pullover knit shirt with the current Pennsylvania American 
Legion umpires patch affixed in plain sight, however, each 
umpiring crew must wear the same style and color shirt. 
EFFECTIVE WITH THE 2006 SEASON IT WILL BE 
MANDATORY TO WEAR THE AMERICAN LEGION 
BASEBALL UMPIRE CAP. Blue jeans or any type short 
pants, white shoes and team’s caps are not permitted. Any 
failure to follow this rule will result in a $50.00 fine. If 
wearing a jacket over the required shirt the jacket must have 
an American Legion Baseball Umpire patch attached to the 
left sleeve or left breast.

7. Umpires, once certified, are requested to become members of 
their respective Regional Umpires Association.

a. It is from these Associations that umpires will be selected to 
officiate in Regional and State Championship Tournaments. 
Regional Directors will be asked to make recommendations 
from their respective Regional Umpires Association to the 
Director of Activities for both Regional and State Tournament 
play. The Activities Director will make the final selection. The 
fees to work Pennsylvania American Legion State Tournaments 
will not exceed $50.00. (This does not mean that everyone will 
receive $50, it is only a $50.00 cap.)

b. Umpires selected to officiate in the State Championship 
Tournaments will receive transportation money from their 
home to the Championship city and return. This is in addition 
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to game and any other fees they receive while working the 
State Finals.

c.  Regional  Umpire  Associations  may  set  requirements  for 
membership and charge a membership fee.

8. All umpires are required to have readily, in all games they 
participate in, a copy of the Official Baseball Rule Book as published 
by Major League Baseball.

9. Each Regional Director and League President or Chairman will 
receive a list of certified umpires from the Activities Director no later 
than May 1. List will include name, address and phone number of each 
umpire.

10. All umpires are expected to be neat in their appearance, maintain 
the proper decorum during the baseball game and officiate to the best of 
their ability.

11. The use of any form of tobacco by a player, coach, manager or 
umpire while on the playing field is prohibited. Any violation of this 
rule will cause the individual to be removed from the game. For the 
purpose of this rule, dugouts and/or player benches and bullpens will 
also be considered part of the playing field.

12. Any person who has been charged with a crime which constitutes 
a misdemeanor or felony under 18 PA C.S (“The Crimes Code”) or Act 
64 (“The Controlled Substance Drug Device and Cosmetic ACT”) or 
similar statute of another state’s criminal statutes shall be suspended 
by the Activities Director or his representative pending the outcome of 
legal proceedings.

a. Upon conviction or a plea of guilty or a plea of no contest, the 
umpire will be dropped from the list of approved umpires.

b. Upon acquittal, dismissal of the charges, or entry into, and 
successful completion   of   an   Accelerated   Rehabilitative 
Disposition (A.R.D.) program, the umpire upon application to 
the Director or representative shall be reinstated or reapply, 
may either be reinstated by the Director or his representative, 
or if not reinstated shall be notified of the opportunity for a 
hearing by the director or the representative, to determine 
whether he is to be reinstated or to remain suspended from the 
list of approved umpires.

c. The Activities Director or his representative may suspend 
umpires who will not co-operate with the American Legion 
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program or who pursue a course of action where in the 
judgment of the Activities Director or his representative that 
is detrimental to the welfare of the program or members there 
of - who conduct themselves off or on the field in a manner not 
conducive to the best interest of the American Legion Baseball 
program or who will not comply with the regulations pertaining 
to the rules of the American Legion Baseball program.

RULE 12 - INSURANCE

1.  Any   team  playing  in  Youth  Legion  non-legion  sponsored 
tournaments will not have Insurance coverage.

2. Teams playing exhibition games, other than Legion teams, 
must have such games on schedule at the beginning of the year and be 
approved by the sponsor, Region Director and Activities Director.

3. It is compulsory that all Youth Legion Baseball Teams have 
Accident and Health Insurance coverage as well as Liability coverage.

4. Youth Legion baseball insurance inquiries should be directed to: 
HDH Group Insurance, (717) 761-4010, 1-800-872-1127, or FAX 717-
761-4320.

PENNSYLVANIA SALES TAX EXEMPTION NUMBER - 75402925

RULE 13

These rules pertain to the 12 and 13 year old prep program

1. The program will be called the Pennsylvania Youth American 
Legion Prep Program.

2. Entry fee to be paid to the Department will be $60.00
3. Insurance will be furnished through the HDH Group Insurance and 

is mandatory.
4. It will be a 13-year-old league with a minimum age of 11 years old.
5. Pitching Rule:  No player may pitch more than 8 innings or make 

more than 2 appearances in any 4 consecutive calendar days.
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6. The Official baseball will be the Pennsylvania Youth  American   
Legion Ball, D2 AL PA

7. We will use the same bat rule adopted by the Pennsylvania Youth  
American Legion.

8. We will use the same uniform rule adopted by The Pennyslvania    
Youth American Legion.

9. Double rosters will be allowed.
10. There will be at least 1 American Legion certified umpire used; he/

she will be behind the plate.  The second umpire will be up to the 
discretion of the league.

11. Zoning will be flexible to fill team rosters for this program only.  If 
flexible players are from another zoned area they must return to their 
home zone for Youth or Senior American Legion play.

12. Sponsorship of these teams must be offered to the local Legion post 
first.  If they wish not to sponsor your team,ask them to put it in 
writing and then send that letter to the Department to be filed, or turn 
the letter in with your team roster (Form 1).

13. Unless specifically mentioned above, all rules in the Pennsylvania 
Youth American Legion Rule Guide will apply to the Prep Program.
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Background Check Requirements

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON CLEARANCES

 Act 151 - Child Abuse
Act 34 - Criminal Background check by PA State Police

Act 114 - FBI Fingerprinting

VOLUNTEERS...

Act 153 of 2014 was recently adopted by the Pennsylvania Legislature 
and signed by the governor. Act 153 amends the Child Protective 
Services Law. As part of this new law, effective immediately by 
directive of the Legion Director of Activities, ALL volunteers who 
will be working alone with players or who are supervising/coaching 
the players are now required to provide their league president with 
updated clearance certifications (Act 34 Criminal Record Check, Act 
151 Child Abuse History Clearance, and (Act 114 FBI Fingerprint 
Clearance IF NOT A RESIDENT OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR THE 
PAST TEN CONSECUTIVE YEARS) every 36 months beginning 
before the first scheduled practice this year-2015. IF A RESIDENT FOR  
TEN CONSECUTIVE YEARS, AN AFFIRMATION STATEMENT 
MUST BE SIGNED.

HOW TO OBTAIN CLEARANCES

The Child Abuse, PSP, and FBI clearances can all be applied and 
paid for electronically. All necessary instructions and links to apply for 
these clearances can be found at: 

http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/findaform/
childabusehistoryclearanceforms/index.htm

The certification form and affirmation statement form can be found 
at: 

http://pa-legion.com/programs/student-programs/legion-
baseball/
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SPORTS HALL OF FAME HISTORY

The Pennsylvania American Legion Sports Hall of Fame was organized 
in1963 to honor those persons, whether members of The American Legion or 
not, for their out standing accomplishments to the youth of Pennsylvania.

There are many individuals throughout our state who give of their time, 
talent and personal finances in some form for youth athletic programs.

Recommendations into the Sports Hall of Fame must be made by 
application which can be procurred from the Regional Director and submitted 
to the Director of Activities, P.O. Box 2324, Harrisburg, PA 17105, no later 
than September 1 of the cur rent year.

After the individuals are recommended and selected, an appropriate 
award cer emony is conducted at the Annual State Championship Baseball 
finals dinner the fol lowing August.

SPORTS HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

1963 - Sammy Balliet, Coplay; Robert W. Crawford, Dept. of Rec., Phila.; 
Dave DeLong, Allentown; Leon Duckworth, Lancaster; Lawrence Gibbons, 
Phila.; Charles Gray, Norristown; Frank Gustine, Pittsburgh; Joseph Heinzman, 
Elizabethtown; Joseph O’Leary, New Castle; William “Tiny” Parry, Lebanon 
and Leo Riordan, Phila.
1964 - Al Abrams, Pittsburgh; Mark Funk, Latrobe; Charles J. Hemming, 
Shillington; George Kirchner, Lancaster; Fritz Morley, Barnesboro; Harry 
Reichlein, Reading; Chet Smith, Pittsburgh; Bernard Steiner, Mechanicsburg; 
Arthur Varney, Pittsburgh; Lee Warthman, Erie and Joseph Zerilla, Ambridge.
1965 - George “Buck” Boyle, Allentown; Brooke Churchfield, Wilkinsburg; 
Gene Cuneo, Erie; Joseph Ercolani, Phila.; Charles Gallagher, Dunmore; 
Charles Gangaware, Harrisburg; Edward T. Hoak, Camp Hill; Milton Moore, 
Sunbury; Thomas Nelson, Oil City; Doc. Melvin Silva, Reading and William 
Toland, Sunbury.
1966 - George Bellis, Phila.; William Bensing, Fredericksburg; Jerome Brody, 
Monongahela; Alex Hertzog, Nazareth; Dan Leamy, Camp Hill; George 
Mrvosh, Beaver Falls; Anthony Senopole, Ford City; Carl Smith, Altoona; 
Michael Thornton, Pittsburgh; Arthur Walbert, Fullerton and Robert Malcolm, 
Curtisville.
1967 - Robert Baldwin, Sugar Run; George L. Bowen, Jr., Carlisle; Thomas W. 
Cleeland, Phila.; Allen P. George, Warminister; Wm. “Billy” Long, Old Forge; 
Chester Marburger, Mars; James Murray, Ridley Park; E. Roy McCauley, 
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Harrisburg; Joseph Schmidt, Phila.; O.A. Sunderstrom, Pottstown and Julius 
Vargo, Jeannette.
1968 - Mr. P. Acee, Natrona Heights; John “Jocko” Collins, Phila; John 
Edler, Erie; Clarence P. Gockley, Ephrata; James F. Kelly, Sr., Westmoreland 
City; Ario Morgan, Valley View; Howard N. Ott, Muncy; Gene T. Patton, 
Coatesville; Roger Showers, Myerstown and Ralph A. Westerman, Freeport.
1969 - Sam Barber, Ebensburg; Dom Casey, Beaver Falls; Don Hall, Jeannette; 
Raymond R. Kepner, Boyertown; John McGrane, Pittsburgh; Charles Muse, 
Pittsburgh; Richard N. Paul, Northampton; Eugene Smith, Reynoldsville; 
Peter Straub, St. Marys and Herman Welsh, Connellsville.
1970 - Joseph Barletta, Hazleton; David Bower, Montoursville; Edward J. 
Brown, Phila.; George Crudden, Lancaster; Larry Demmy, Harrisburg; William 
Heller, Coplay; Mike Kutelmach, West Chester; John Morrison, Bloomsburg 
and Melvin “Buck” Rhoads, Boyertown.
1971 - Lloyd “Scoop” Clemens, Leesport; Paul Jones, Beaver; Richard Krebs, 
Manchester; Roy C. Lutz, Harrisburg; Mitchell Onze, Olyphant; Robert Sauve, 
Mechanicsburg; Anthony Souders, Lancaster; Rudolph Stefanek, Middleport 
and Earl Thoman, Glen Rock.
1972 - Henry Albright, Harrisburg; Adam Fekula, Bethlehem; Edwin Green, 
Portage; Joseph Healey, Scranton; Robert Keller, Lebanon; Joseph I. Jandrositz, 
Fredericksburg; Alvin Maurer, Minersville; Arthur Morgan, Berwick; Fred 
Pellegrino, Coplay and John W. Smith, Reading.
1973 - Fred Barnhart, Connellsville; Pete “Figo” Carvella, New Castle; 
Thomas “Red” Chernisky, Patton; Ralph C. Conde, Irwin; Arthur Fauvie, 
Manor; Patsy Mantini, Meadville; Lester Pionelli, Kersey; Jack Remsnyder, 
Towanda; Ralph Sherosky, Springdale; Warren Stewart, Point Marion and 
Victor Straub, St. Marys.
1974 - Harry Dinenna, Norristown; Joseph Farley, Paoli; Charles Harrison, 
St. Thomas; Harold Kase, Reading; George Lathrop, Eldred; Robert Morsey, 
North Versailles; Robert Osterstock, Nazareth; All Pirolli, Phila.; Donald 
Stark, Sr., Plains; Felix Volpe, Norristown and Roland Willard, West Chester.
1975 - B.B. Carrier, Sarver; Nathan Codispoti, Jenners; Charles Coughlin, 
McKeesport; Floyd Dougherty, Kane; John Fugal, Springdale; Floyd Haney, 
Mathers; Carl Kologie, Indiana; John W. Lerch, Lower Burrell; William Smith, 
DuBois and John Zedick, Blairsville.
1976 - Benjamin Culp, Phila.; Charles B. Dugan, Milton; Samuel B. Griffith, 
Phoenixville; Robert Hannum, Media; Joseph “Socks” Holden, St. Clair; Evan 
S. Lewis, Shillington; Frank McCann, Wayne; Red McCarthy, Norristown; 
Stanley Reinhard, Jr., Coplay; Charles Reuther, Scranton; William 0. Shuman, 
Greencastle and Pat Smail, Galeton.
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1978 - John W. Aducci, Swissvale; Clair Aults, Tyrone; Frank Basilone; 
Springdale; Donald L. Billotto, Clearfield; Kenneth Clark, Latrobe; James F. 
Hammon, Corry; Robert H owe, Pittsburgh; Ronald “Red” Kephart, Somerset; 
Joseph Korpar, West Newton; James M. Kriek, Connellsville; C.J. “Socko” 
McCarey, Pitts burgh and George Steudler, Johnsonburg.
1979 - Robert Davis, Pottsville; Walter Frederick, Emmaus; Louis Frish, 
Northampton; Donald Fry, Harrisburg; Claude W. “Bud” Garber, Boyertown; 
Stanley Grontskowski, Plymouth; Vito Iavecchia, Phila.; Tony Kinn, 
Harrisburg; Walter Schautz, Jr., Dunmore; Donald Specht, Boyertown; Keith 
Tombs, Wellsboro; Francis Voytek, Dunmore and Harry Wambold, Hatboro.
1980 - Richard F. Caruso, Kane; Robert Gibbon, Wilkes-Barre; Milford Klahr, 
Schuylkill Haven; Holmes Mylin, Willow Street; Joseph G. “Pat” Rodorsky, 
Coplay; Charles Romanoski, Souderton; Robert Rothenberger, Reading; 
Ervin “Pinky” Searfoos, Bethlehem; Charles B. Sokol, Jr., Kutztown; Robert 
Thomas, Chambersburg and M. Luther Keays, Lancaster.
1981 - Lyle Fyler, Windsor; Leon “Moose” Kunkle, Lehighton; Max Licina, 
Trafford; Richard Ludy, Gilbertsville; Stephen J. Martinec, Coaldale; Ben 
McLure, Hershey; William “Pop” Murray, Dormont; Will iam Shay, Sidman; 
Harold “Ben” Simmons, Sharpsville; Clarence Winton, Titusville and Donald 
Womer, Philipsburg.
1982 - Jack Berger, Pittsburgh; Bernard Bowers, Reading; Joe Brahaney, 
Aliquippa; Rocky Flaminio, Apollo; Pat Folwell, Oil City; Jack Heimbuecher, 
Cheswick; Jim Lokhaiser, Butler; Harry Miller, New Castle; L.G. Smith, 
Latrobe; Herman Stern, Coraopolis and Michael Surkalo, Butler.
1983 - Elwood “Gouge” Andrews, Easton; Mike Cefalo, Pittston; H. DeWaine 
“rink” Crandall, Troy; J. Dale Eckert, Richland; Andy Hershock, Swoyersville; 
Bernard Lawlor, Phila.; Anna A. Levan, Kutztown; Ralph Montresor, State 
College; Herb Newberry, Baltimore; Almo Sebastianelli, Jessup and Charles 
Shaffer, South Williamsport.
1984 - Herman DeMatthews, Norristown; R.D. Frey, Latrobe; Lou Gatto, Old 
Forge; Warren “Lefty” Crumbine, Myerstown; John Gunderman, Harrisburg; 
John Mosko, Wilkes-Barre; Charles Robertson, York; Pat Santilli, Kane; 
William Stevens, Doylestown; Adam Surgeoner, Boyertown; Floyd Warren, 
North Huntingdon; Jacob Yakubecek, Jr., Whitehall and Kenneth C. Ellis, 
Boyertown.
1985 - James Carey, Milton; Ralph L. Dimaio, Villanova; Bernard Gallagher, 
Freemansburg; James Hogan, Middletown; Robert Hutchins, Jr., S. 
Williamsport; Gary L. Krebs, York; Francis Michael, Wilkes-Barre; Jeffrey 
Person, Emmaus; George Popovich, Homer City; Richard John Probola, 
Pittsburgh, Vince Sawyer, Morrisville; William Scherfel, Jr., Pottstown; 
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Jimmy E. Shade, Valley View, Carl Truance, Rossiter and Nelson D. Wallick, 
Millersville.
1986 - Paul Bordi, Dunmore; Dave Breth, Cheswick; Oland Canaterna, 
Latrobe; Dick Dirusia, Beaver; Remo Ferrari, Ridgway; Dick Gochenauer, 
Reading; William G. Kays, Dunmore; Walter Mandella, McKeesport; Don 
Myers, Indiana; Tom Myers, Franklin; Dean Peck, Enola; Russ Reinhard, 
Allentown; Arlen Smith, Wood land; Edward C. Spittle, Jr., Jonestown; Joseph 
Uphoff, Ardmore and Elmer Valo, Palmerton.
1987 - Glenn Balliet, Springtown; Wilbur Bernecker, Nazareth; Paul Blasinsky, 
Carmichael; Bernard L. Connor, Wayne; Eugene Hartzell, Bethlehem; Francis 
Meehan, Wilkes-Barre; Dennis L. Mohr, Mt. Wolf; John Paradise, Erie; Emil 
Rizzi, Minersville and G. Melvin Wright, Chalfont.
1988 - Edward Bartley, Phila.; Adam Batz, Annville; Joseph Caputo, 
Royersford; Edward Degnan, (deceased) Wilkes-Barre; David Gerard, 
Fairless Hills; Jack Kasznel, Berwyn; Kenneth Lewis, Watsontown; Paul 
Miller, Manchester; James Ross, Lower Burrell; David Specht, Boyertown; 
John Stahl, Valley View; Albert Steward, Berwick; Earl Todd, Coopersburg 
and Larry Wagner, Lititz.
1989 - Jack Bicher, Myerstown; Angelo R. Boezi, Dunmore; Ronald Cassel, 
Hummelstown; Eugene Eichelberger, St. Thomas; William H. Holmes, 
Pittsburgh; Kenneth Hultzapple, Newport; John J. Jubas, Sr., Spangler; Charles 
Labashosky, Inkerman; Thomas “Pidge” McCarthy, Pittsburgh; Gregory 
Oswald, Allen town and John Sinco, Nanticoke.
1990 - Thomas Campbell, Phila.; Robert Carter, Chambersburg; Dr. William 
Colvin, Connellsville; Ben Fiori, Carnegie; Jack Greishober, Erie; George 
Horwath, Freemansburg; Thomas Hughes, Clarks Sum mit; Joseph Jouver, 
Pittsburgh; Jack Lance, Jr., Chinchilla; Wilmer C. Martin, Jr., Quakertown; 
Gerald Munzing, Shavertown; Pete Stitlinger, Lykens; George Vermeulen, 
Creddon and Andy Wenrich, Dauphin.
1991 - Walter E. Banze, Pittsburgh; Joseph Bocklett, Warminister; Dominick 
Christy, Carmichaels; Randall Close, Somerset; Joseph L. Colella, Aliquippa; 
Earl Griffith, Stoystown; Floyd Luikart, Saegertown; John A. Manwiller, 
Fleetwood; Larry Moyer, Boyertown; Robert L. Nichols, Hopwood; Dale 
Neiman, Quakertown; Robert Shellhammer, Jr. (posthumously) Middleport; 
James K. Spatz, Reading and Paul Watson, Sr., Monoca.
1992 - Robert Blanchetti, Sr., Michael; Ralph Bluett, Phila.; John Collings, 
Connellsville; Sam DeMailo, Ambridge; Dennis Haberberger, St. Marys; 
Romaine Howell, Daisytown; G. David Kindig, Grantville; Larry E. Maynard, 
Youngsville; Harry Mundorff, Shippensburg; Francis Nagle, Spangler; 
Thomas Polisano Brackenridge; Carl Sundstrom, Pottstown; Gene Tempesta, 
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Dunsmore; Charles Vrana, Spangler; John Z. Wagner, Philadelphia and Harry 
Zasloff, Pittsburgh.
1993 - Robert Chittick, Boyetown; Robert Hester, Pittsburgh; Robert Houck, 
Boyertown; Darryl Jones, Meadville; Charles “Chic” Kennedy, Easton; Kevin 
Mollis, Charleroi; Jon Neiderer, Pittsburgh; Marlin Spangler, Fredericksburg; 
James D. Yaconis, Cheswick and Jack Zduriencik, Pittsburgh.
1994 - Harold J. Albertson, Danville; Cameron H. Bonifay, Pittsburgh; Elmer 
E. Daneker, Orefield; Robert Ellis, Boyertown; Carter L. Giles, Sr. (deceased) 
Muncy; Harry Glasser, Whitehall; Elmer Gray, Pitts burgh; Charles W. Henry, 
Manheim; James M. Kiesel, Verona; Lee Mecherly, Boyertown; Ray Mull, 
Rockwood; Steve Richely, Beaver Falls; William “B” Rogers, Bethlehem and 
Dess E. Schnur, Butler.
1995 - Edmund F. Anderson, Phila.; Randy Choby, Patton; John Crisafi, Jr., 
Pittsburgh; Barry Detweiler, Allentown; Mary Jane Hagge, Boyertown; George 
“Kayo” Hetrick, St. Marys; Brad Kohler, Easton; Tim Neiman, Perkasie; C. 
Eugene Ness, York; Ronald E. Palmer, Wesleyville; Thomas A. Robinson, 
Waynesboro; Joseph “Duke” Schan, Hummelstown; Terry Stoudt, Orefield 
and Edward A. Vaz, Middleport.
1996 - Terry Bichhart, Wyomissing; Ford “Skip” Carnes, Middletown; 
Conrad “Connie” Dettling, Reading; Lloyd “Skinny” Eschbach, Boyertown; 
Charles Flannery, Jr., Temple; Angelo Ganz, New Brighton; Lyle A. Krall, 
Schaefferstown; George E. Pfister, New York; William Pollaha, Coplay; John 
“Jack” Purdy, Jr., Langhorne; Timothy M. Sands, New Britain; Ralph Valerio, 
Monroeville & Erwin “Erch” Williams, Manheim.
1997 - Richard C. Astor, Meadville; Jack Benedict, Indiana; John R. Carfley, 
State College; Betty Ellis, Boyertown; Thomas “Whitey” Gralewski, 
Glenshaw; Tom Horan, Carbondale; Tony Lacava, Monroeville; Donald E. 
Lambert, Pen Argyl; Francis Pasi, St. Marys; Philip Rossi, Archbald; Donald 
S. Seeley, Royersford and Terry L. Williams, Corry.
1998 - Roger Bailey, Centre Hall; Dennis Cowher, Queens; James H.McKee, 
DuBois; Garry Messinger, Fredericksburg; Thaddeus Palka, W. Wyomissing; 
Richard Pistner, Johnsonburg; Joe Romano, Penllyn; Ralph J. Thompson, 
Shippensburg; K. Barry Trate, Pottstown; Ron Wert, Mifflinburg; Sterling 
Williams, York and Edward C. Williamson, Shillington.
1999 - William “Keeno” Beezer, Philipsburg; F. Scott Brown, St. Marys; 
Thomas L. Guntrum, Tionesta; Michael T. Hogan, Greensburg; Thomas House, 
Beaver Falls; Richard H. Lane, Allentown; Sal Charles Melito, Norristown; 
Albert N. Oechsle, Phila.; Brian Thomas, Green Lane; Charles T. Wagner, 
Reading; Douglas E. Walker, Mt. Pleasant and William Yohe, Mt. Joy.
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2000 - John A. Bartok, Pittsburgh; Neil “Bucky” Boyle, Lake City; Jeff 
Brookens, Chambersburg; Tom Burns, Harrisburg; Lester E. Hildebrand, 
Spring Grove; Francis Inzana, Jr., Brockway; John R. Kimock, Whitehall; 
Franklin M. Menna, Bellefonte; Rick A. Moatz, Boyertown; Robert C. 
Rabberman, Newton; Frank Sweeney, Jr., Springdale and Robert J. Williams, 
Corry.
2001 - Robert F. Amalia, Jr., Beaver Falls; Joe Emmanuele, Forest Hills; 
Francis Gavin, Plains; Gary Gouse, Portage; Joseph J. Menna, Bellefonte; 
Tony Segzda, Elco, John E. Tracy, Bethlehem, John Williams, Harrisburg and 
Don Yerger, Laureldale.
2002 - Robert Bizyak, Cheswick; Allen Brown, Bethel; John Fedders, Wilkes-
Barre; Doug Harris, Carlisle; Richard Huber, Jr., Middletown; Ray Marshall, 
Pittsburgh; John Mercurio, Pittsburgh; Judith Podorsky, Coplay; Richard 
Smathers, Venus; Charles Smeykal, Norristown; David Sowers, Dallastown 
and George Welsh, Charlottesville, VA.
2003 - Greg Brown, Pittsburgh; Jim Brown, Exton; Daniel Cunningham, 
Butler; Phylis Haberberger, St. Mary’s; Burlyn (Ribbie) Houck, Boyertown; 
Herman Grassi, Cresson; Mickey McGrane, Pittsburgh; Rob ert Murphy, 
Reynoldsville; Harvey Pollack, Philadelphia; Richard Sickler, Lake Ariel 
(posthumously); John “Jack” Waldron, Nanty Glo; Tim Williard, Lykens and 
Carl Yescavage, Boyertown (posthumously).
2004 - Robert Aldinger, Allentown; Richard “Keith” Dudley, Monroeville; 
Glen Fiebig, Emporium; Tim Foreman, Carlisle; Frank Jurasits, Nazareth; 
Anthony Mancusso, Sr., Carbondale (posthumously); Jeff Miller, Hanover; 
Mickey Minnich, New Cumberland; Gerald C. Seislove, Royersford; James 
Strite, Chambersburg and Gary J. Vezza, Middletown.
2005 - Samuel P. Bevak, Punxsutawney; Craig L. Eddinger, Boyertown; Dick 
Fisher, Shillington; An thony Gaetano, Moscow Post 579; Norman Kraus, 
Aliquippa; Sid Lansberry, Clearfield; Dave Lesko, Perkasie; Bud Madara, 
Shillington; Billy Martz, Berwick; Edward Miller, Harrisburg and Marty 
Ondrovic, Emmaus; and Tony Matz III, West Lawn.
2006 - Edward “Ike” Brookens, Fayetteville; Louis G. Bump, Monroeton; 
Peter Carfley, State College; John J. Kimock, Coplay (posthumously); Frank 
Kirk, Carmichaels; John A. Konawalik, Jr., Easton; Michael Poulich, South 
Greensburg; George Trein, Camp Hill; John A. Worden, Wellsboro; James R. 
Zimmerman, Harrisburg.
2007 - V. George Banas, Quakertown; Ronald Bure, Emporium; Michael 
Draghi, Greensburg; Bruce A. Ferry, Brookville; Daryl Hixenbaugh, Stockdale, 
Peter Kraft, Bethlehem, Francis P. Laganella, Harrisburg, Keith E. Miller, 
Knox; Robert W. Pollish, Jr., Carbondale; Anthony Santay, Wescosville; David 
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W. Wagus, Latrobe and Daniel C. Watkins, Shippensburg.
2008 - Richard Altemose, Wind Gap; John Cichonski, Philadelphia; Bruce 
Daveler, Lancaster;  Paul “Cooter” Jones,  Reading; Walter F. Gadzicky, Jr.,  
Royersford; Ralph Rice, Grindstone  and Ross Smith, Boyertown.
2009 - Mark Bertig, Homer City; Louis C. Parrillo, Susquehanna; Stephen 
J. Defranco, Roseto; Rod Johnson, Royersford; John “Doc” Kennedy, 
Phoenixville; Joyce Lambert, Pen Argyl; Donald Powell, Saegertown and 
Harold Stein, State College.
2010 - Walter Allabaugh, Wilkes Barre; James “Jim” Atkinson, Bethlehem; 
David Bienias, Wilkes Barre; Robert Hay, Friedens; William “Mooch” 
Houck, Boyertown; Ron Popovich, Uniontown; William E. “Doc” Schaefer, 
Youngwood; Joe Schneider, Northampton; Don Stitt, Marion Center; Troy 
Wentz, Hanover; Barry Werley, Orefield and Wayne Wismar, Columbus.
2011 - Leo Stoy, Ebensburg; Jame Zander, Lancaster; John Bisco, Easton; Tom 
Taylor, West Chester and Greg Rebert, Dallastown.
2012 - Edward Acker, Saegertown; Kevin Manero, Lansdale; Meade Tenaglia, 
Levittown; Richard Yochem, Phoenixville; John Bachert, Coplay; Peter 
Petrucci, Scranton; Barry Thomas, Clarksburg; Lou Lombardo, Maple Glen; 
Barry Serfass, Nazareth and Fr Eric Vogt, St Marys.
2013 - Tom “Si” Evans, Back Mountain; James L. Gibson, Kane; Gary L. 
Gordner, Muncy; Peter J. Hiryak, Boyertown; John McCardle, Melrose Park; 
Pat Tigani, Kane; Kurt Weber, Orefield; Dick Clawson, Indiana and James 
Quinlan, Plainfield, IN.
2014 - Larry Bethtel, Bloomsburg; Michael Zienter, Wernersville; Brian Fox, 
Derrick City; Jim Brown, Wynnewood; Steve Ahern, Sea Isle City, NJ; Brian 
Schneider, Palm Beach Gardens, FL; Cynthia Trout-Brought, Orlando, FL; 
Jim Brett, Glenside; Jerry Basco, Pottstown; Dick Allen, Wampum and John 
Light, West Springfield.
2015 - Joseph S. Basile, Beaver Falls; Travis P. W. Fisher, Northumberland; 
Ron Musto, Exeter; Ron Neddiai, Belle Vernon; Pat Kelley, Northampton; Jay 
Vaughn, Sinking Spring.
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2015 DATES TO REMEMBER

January All leagues required to conduct  
  re-organizational meetings

April 1 Umpire renewal deadline
April 27 State Bowling Tournament at Bath hosted by Post 470

June 12 – 14 State Golf Tournament at  
  Carlisle War College Golf Course hosted by Post 101

July 19 Youth League Champions must be declared by 5PM
 25 – 29 Youth Eastern Regional Tournament at Spring City
 25 – 29 Youth Eastern Regional Tournament at  
  Lower Southampton
 25 – 29 Youth Eastern Regional Tournament at Muhlenberg
 25 – 29 Youth Eastern Regional Tournament at Boyertown
 25 – 29 Youth Western Regional Tournament at  
  Hempfield East
 26 Prep League Champions must be declared by 5PM
July 15 SR League Champions must be declared
July 18 – 22 Region 2 Tournament at Freemansburg
 18 – 22 Region 3 Tournament at Cairn University
 18 – 22 Region 4 Tournament at Ephrata
 18 – 22 Region 5 Tournament at Bloomsburg
 18 – 22 Region 6 Tournament at Monroeville
 18 – 22 Region 7 Tournament at Westmoreland County CC  
  & Seton Hill Univ.
 18 – 22 Region 8 Tournament at St. Mary’s
July 27 Hall of Fame Dinner at West Lawn
July 28 – Aug 1 State Championship Tournament at West Lawn

Aug 1 – 5 Youth State Finals at Homer City
Aug 1 – 5 Prep League State Finals at Phoenixville            
Aug TBD Sandlot League State Finals at TBD
 6 – 10 Region 2 National Tournament at Leesburg, VA
 14 – 18 National World Series at Shelby, NC
 



HDH Group Insurance

1007 Mumma Road
Suite 200

Wormleysburg, PA 17043

PH: (717) 761-4010

or

800-872-1127

Fax: (717) 761-4320



PENNSYLVANIA AMERICAN LEGION

G U I D E

2011

Spring City Red Sox
Front Row (L to R) - Statistician Tim Krause, Alex Romberger, Ja-
mes Hoff, Rickey Gorrell, Richie Michaud and Tom Grablewski. 
Middle Row (L to R) - Ryan Conway, Cody Clarke, Eric Pizzico, Pat 
Medley, Dan Larkin and Louis Vining. Back Row (L to R) - Manager 
Jamie Scheck, Coach Mike Heffernan Sr., Michael Oczypok, Sean 
Larkin, Elliot Criss, Ken Pierson, Mark Rothman and Coach Mike 
Walton.

Official Ball of
Pennsylvania American Legion


