
The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than three (3) minutes or more 
than five (5) minutes for delivery. The purpose of the assigned topic discourse is to test 
the speaker's knowledge of the subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability 
to discuss the topic as related to the basic principles of government under the 
Constitution. 

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in full view of the audience 
immediately before the last speaker begins delivery of his or her prepared oration and 
will be made known to the audience and each contestant approximately five (5) minutes 
prior to the time of delivery. The topic will be on some phase of the U.S. Constitution, 
selected from Articles and Sections as listed under assigned topics for the current year's 
contest in this brochure. 

All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English language on 
the same assigned topic. 

Assigned Topics for 2025 Oratorical Contest 

Amendment 1 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. 

Amendment VII 
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-
examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common 
law. 

Amendment XVIII 
Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or 
transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the 
exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. 
Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation. 
Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in 
the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States 
by the Congress. 

Amendment XXVI 
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or 
older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on 
account of age. 
Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 

 


