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“How Would Qur Founding Fathers Respect the American Flag Today?”

“Show the flag and let it wave
As a svmbol of the brave
Let it float upon the breeze
As a sign for each who sees
That beneath it, where if rides,
Loyalty tod-day abides™
-Edgar Albert Guest, “Show the Flag”
(Let Freedom 182)
On, June 14th, 1777, the Continental Congress passed the First Flag Act, establishing the
. American flag as the official flag, “representing a new Constellation” (The Flag). For the
Founding Fathers, along with the rest of America, the Flag represented the valiant fight for -
freedom from the British, a fresh start, and ﬂl&| birth of 2 new counfry. Since then, the American

flag has been included in numerous paintings and photos that mark monumental moments in
history: the crossing of the Delaware River, thge Flag raising at Iwo Jima, the moon landing, and
more recently, the 9-11 cleanup effort. However, as time has passed, people take the Flag and the
freedom it represents increasingly for gtanted1| Today, the Flag is forgotten, abused, or even
desecrated as a form of protest. The Flag should be treated with the same respect and esteem as
the Founding Fathers in order to appreciate the gift of freedom and the soldiers who have/are
fighting for it. |

To begin, patriotism during the Revohln:iomry era was more highly valued than it is
today. During that time, “unpatriotic acts” , which would include desecration of the Flag,
warranted any punishment from a fine fo life in prison with no bail or banishment (Allen).

Beyond crime and punishment, the Flag was x:raiued because of the great price it came at for that
generation. In a letter to his mother, soldier Peter Brown recounts the Battle of Bunker Hill:

“The danger we were in made us think there \INHS treachery, and that we were brought there to be
all slain . . . We began to be almost beat out, being tired by our labour and having no sleep the
night before, but liitle victuals, no drink but mm. ... [but] if we should be called into action again
I hope to have courage and strength fo act my part valiantly in defense of our liberties and our
country.”(“Peter Brown™). The persistence of :soldicrs such as these is because to them, freedom
was not a guarantee. The only way to live a life independent from British tyranny was to lay their
life on the line. Therefore, the declaration of %naﬁonﬂ Flag brought them one step closer to
complete independence.

Unfortunately, such admiration of the flag did not last, Nearly 200 years later, Flag
desecration was a means of protest to Vietnam War military recruitment. Attitudes of
drafi-dodgers were a polar contrast to precedirflg soldiers (some of which forged ages in order to-

serve). Instead, the era was filled with walkouts, protesis, and other acts of rebellion. The valor
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